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Update: Sanctuary To Wind Down U.S.
Operation

U.K. Storm Brewing
Over New Prince Album

Sony BMG U.K. will not
handle Prince's upcoming

April 04, 2007, 2:45 PM ET album release after a
national British newspaper struck a deal to
Chris M. Walsh, N.Y. give the CD away. Columbia in the United

States recently struck a worldwide deal,
understood to cover just the new album,

British independent music company Sanctuary Group Plc will wind down its U.S. label's front- "Planet Earth." The major's U.K. company

line efforts this summer, but will continue to run a catalog operation, according to a source had sought, and has now achieved, an
o exemption from the terms of that deal, a
within the company. spokesman for Sony BMG tells

Billboard.com. More...

U.K. execs arrived in New York last Thursday (March 29) and alerted staffers the label would be

cutting operations by June 30, according to one source at the U.S. label. matchbox twenty

Breaks From 'Exile' With

The company said last month it was "making good progress" with its program of strategic New Tunes

disposals, and planned to realign its recorded product operations in the United States. After a long hiatus to allow

frontman Rob Thomas to
release his first solo album, "Something To

A source familiar with the situation says the label will still work on current records, like last
Be," the members of matchbox twenty

year's releases from hellogoodbye and Halifax, as well as those coming to market, like Dolores have completed a month's worth of
O Riordan's "Are You Listening," which is due out May 15. sessions in Los Angeles to record new
songs for an upcoming retrospective.
More...
"It is important to do the right things for albums like those," says one source. "But then
everyone who deals with front-line will be leaving at various times over the new few months," » Garrett Says His Britney Collab Is
including marketing, publicity and most sales personnel. 'Out Of Control’

» Two Stagehands Die After Madrid
Meanwhile, the catalog, licensing, and new media department and certain back-office functions Stones Gig
will remain staffed in the U.S. going forward.
» Cassidy Leans On The Lord For
'B.A.R.S.’
The label is home to artists such as Morrissey, Widespread Panic, Motorhead and Idlewild.
» Eve Avoids Jail After DUI Arrest

» Sonic Youth's 'Hits' Heading To

Starbucks
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» Second Band Of Horses Album Due
In October

* Thursday Returns To Victory For
Retrospective CD/DVD

» Rihanna, Shop Boyz, Fergie Locked
In On Hot 100
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