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A fight to the finish
Outgoing Fine Gael TD Patrick O’Donovan

Cllr Emmett O’Brien, Independent

Sinn Fein councillor Maurice Quinlivan

Fine Gael candidate Tom Neville

■ Four frontrunners in race for three county seats
■ Collins seen as clear favourite to top the poll
■ Outsiders also attracting money, say the bookies
NORMA PRENDIVILLE
E: normap@limerickleader.ie

TENSION is running high among the
four front-runners in this Friday’s
general election in the Limerick
constituency.
Political observers are shy of calling
who the eventual three winners will
be – but the bookies are not. The dead
cert candidate, according to Paddy
Power, is Fianna Fáil’s Niall Collins
and they are backing Independent
Cllr Emmett O’Brien as the second favourite. Outgoing Fine Gael TD,
Patrick O’Donovan, at 2/7 , and his
party colleague Cllr Tom Neville at 4/9
are battling it out, with Deputy
O’Donovan seen as having the edge.
Meanwhile,
the
odds
have
shortened on the Social Democrat
candidate Sen James Heffernan,
down from 10/1 to 5/1. Cllr Seamus
Browne, the Sinn Fein candidate, and
on Cllr Richard O’Donoghue, Inde-

pendent Fianna Fail, have also attracted support this week.
John O’Gorman, Independent is
100/1 as is Mark Keogh, Direct Democracy while the Green Party’s Alexander Storey-Cosgrave is 80/1.
But experienced observers are not
all agreeing with the bookies’ predictions.
And one Fine Gael source who correctly predicted the outcome of the
British election warned that the polls
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could be wrong here as they were in
Britain. He also recalled how the polls
here were wrong about the last general
election,
underestimating
Fianna Fail’s collapse.
“If the Fine Gael vote is tightly managed, and divides evenly, they could
take the two seats in the county,” he
said. The return of West Limerick to
the county constituency would also
help Fine Gael’s Patrick O’Donovan,
he added.
Success for Cllr Emmett O’Brien
would depend on winning over disaffected Fianna Fail voters and floating
voters, he argued and he believed that
Cllr Richard O’Donoghue would affect
this. “He will take some of that vote,”
he said. Cllr O’Brien was also hemmed
in territorially, and very close to Cllr
Neville.
“There is still a big lump of disgruntled Fianna Fail voters,” a Fianna
Fail source said. And he predicted Cllr

CONTINUES ON PAGE 2

Fine Gael deputy Kieran O’Donnell

Labour’s Minister Jan O’Sullivan

■ Three in the frame for the last two seats in city
■ SF’s Maurice Quinlivan on the brink of historic win
■ ‘Toughest election I’ve ever fought’ -Jan O’Sullivan
NICK RABBITTS & ALAN OWENS
E: news@limerickleader.ie

AS voters in Limerick City prepare to
go to the polls on Friday, it appears
that at least three candidates will
fight it out for the last two seats.
In what is shaping up to be the most
unpredictable general election in recent times, only a small number of
votes may end up separating those
who are elected in the city – and those
who miss out.
Bookmakers and political commentators have tipped Fianna Fail TD
Willie O’Dea and Finance Minister
Michael Noonan to comfortably retain their seats in the four-seat constitutency.
But the destination of the final two
seats remains far from certain just
hours from election day, with Sinn
Fein councillor Maurice Quinlivan,
Fine Gael TD Kieran O’Donnell and
Education Minister Jan O’Sullivan expected to fight it out to the finish.
There have also been predictions in

some quarters that Anti-Austerity Alliance-People Before Profit councillor
Cian Prendiville could also take a seat
in the city.
Party canvassers are expected to
step up their efforts in the final days
of the election campaign to convince
wavering voters to back their candidate.
Speaking to the Limerick Leader,
Finance Minister Michael Noonan
said it would be “unfair” to try and
predict the destination of the four
seats in Limerick City.
”I am as vulnerable as anyone else,
so I don’t want to be putting myself in
a position of calling seats. It is up to
the people now to decide it.”
He also said he believes there is
still “clear blue water” still between
Fine Gael and Fianna Fail, despite a
narrowing of the polls between the
two largest parties in recent days.
In terms of Fianna Fail, Mr O’Dea
says he has been surprised by his
party’s performance, especially loc-

ally, saying that in hindsight, perhaps
more consideration could have been
given to fielding a second party candidate in the city.
“The reaction has been surprisingly good. I think we are in a much
better position locally than I think we
anticipated,” the former Defence
Minister said.
In another development, Mr O’Dea
this Wednesday released a statement
distancing himself from claims that
he was asking his canvassers to give
their second preference to Ms O’Sullivan to lock out Cllr Quinlivan.
He said: “My position has always
been the second preference vote is a
matter for each individual voter. I am
only interested in maximising my
vote and Fianna Fail’s vote.”
Ms O’Sullivan admitted she is in a
battle for the final seat, saying: “This
is the toughest election I have ever
fought.”

CONTINUES ON PAGE 2

Dolores avoids a criminal conviction
AINE FITZGERALD
E: aine.fitzgerald@limerickleader.ie

LIMERICK rock star Dolores
O'Riordan was suffering “a very
severe mental illness which
completely
inhibited
her
judgement” when she was
involved in an air rage incident
during which she head-butted
and spat at a garda, a judge said
this Wednesday.

Judge Patrick Durcan said it
would be “unfair and unjust” to
criminalise the Cranberries
lead singer who, a County Limerick general practitioner said
in his medical report, was in a
“hypomanic state and not responsible for her actions”.
Dolores
O'Riordan
was
ordered to pay €6,000 to the
court poor box by March 2 after
admitted four offences in-

cluding three assaults and obstructing a garda after being
taken off an Aer Lingus flight
from New York's JFK airport.
The artist pleaded guilty last
December after being arrested
at
Shannon
Airport on
November 10, 2014 following a
disturbance on a transatlantic
flight.
This Wednesday, the Ballybricken native took her seat in

Courtroom 1 at Ennis Courthouse, with her mother Eileen
seated beside her. Musician Ole
Koretsky sat beside Eileen.
Prior to her case being called
at 1.30pm the mother-of-three
who had been at the courthouse since 10.30am walked
the corridors of Ennis Court-

CONTINUES ON PAGE 2

Dolores O'Riordan with her mother Eileen and solicitor Bill O'Donnell
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Renowned Irish Language College in Waterford's Gaeltacht
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&
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DAVID HURLEY
E: david.hurley@limerickleader.ie

Programme Offers
• Immersive experience in the Irish language and culture
• Independent living skills | 5 day boarding
• Multimedia and TV production module
• Wide variety of excursions
• Extensive on campus sporting facilities
• Participation in the performing and visual arts
• Work experience component
• Opportunity to meet new people and make new friends
Check out our other Irish Language programmes,
services and facilities:
Scoil na Leanaí | Boarding School for 10 to 12 year olds
Immersion courses for Adults
Summer Courses for Teens
Meeting & Conference Facilities

Enrol now
www.anrinn.com

058 42168

eolas@anrinn.com

Transition Year in
Partnership with
Meánscoil San
Nioclás

Tom Walsh and Brian Lenehan, Lacca Developments PICTURE: MICHAEL COWHEY

First new housing
build since crash
DONAL O’REGAN
E: donal.oregan@limerickleader.ie

THE FIRST new development of
houses in the county since the
economic crash is to take place in
Lacka, Castleconnell.
While a number of housing estates have been completed, and in
some
cases
new
phases
added, they had already been
started when the bubble burst.
The luxury development, entitled Oak Wood, will be a small

cul-de-sac of six serviced sites on
the outskirts of the village.
A spokesperson for Limerick
City
and
County
Council
said Clanwilliam Square on the
Golf Links Road, Castletory and
a local authority housing development in Cliona Park, Moyross
commenced last year making Oak
Wood the first in the countryside.

CONTINUES ON PAGE 2

CONCERNS
have
been
expressed about the mental
health of a man who is charged
in connection with a burglary in
East Limerick during which
another man died.
Michael Casey, aged 32, of
Clonlong Halting Site, Southill
faces a number of theft and
criminal damage charges relating burglary offences which
are alleged to have happened at
locations in Cappamore and
Doon on August 27 last.
He is accused of stealing a
ladies’ gold watch, worth €200,
and £30 in cash during a burglary at the home John
O’Donoghue at
Toomaline,
Doon.
The-62-year old collapsed and
died when he returned home at
around 2pm to discover a
number of intruders at his home
– sparking a full garda investiga-
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Dolores gets
fine of
€6,000 at
Ennis court
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
house and chatted with
her solicitor, Bruff-based
Bill O’Donnell.
When she finally took
her seat in Courtroom 1,
the multi-million selling
artist
who
received
worldwide acclaim for
her monster hits including Linger, Dreams
and Zombie, listened to a
number of cases which
were called before hers.
She watched as Judge
Durcan told one young
man who was found in
possession of €70 of cocaine and €600 of cannabis plant “to grow up,
look out at the beautiful
sky today and appreciate
what you have”.
The singer was diagnosed as suffering bipolar disorder after the
air rage episode.
Ms O'Riordan had been
travelling home to Limerick from the US at the
time of the incident to attend a Mass to mark the
second anniversary of
her father's death.
Reading out the evidence in the case again this
Wednesday Judge Duran
said that when Ms O’Riordan was arrested she
told officers that she was
an "icon" and the “Queen
of Limerick”.
As details of the case
were
outlined,
the
singer’s mother Eileen
bowed her head and
closed her eyes.
On one occasion the
singer who was dressed
in a black coat with fur
collar, and black wet-look
trousers smiled fondly up
at her mother, who
smiled back.
Over 10 media organisations including national
and
local
newspapers and broadcast media were sat opposite the singer, spread
out over two long pews.
A medical report which
was compiled by Dr Kevin
Twomey a general practitioner in Kilmallock outlined how Ms O’Riordan
was in a “hypomanic

state” at the time of the
incident “and was not responsible for her actions.”
The
singer-songwriter's behaviour was
described as erratic, unruly and aggressive.
The O’Riordan family
doctor
formed
the
opinion that the singer
needed inpatient care.
After her arrest she
spent three weeks in St
Patrick's Hospital in
Dublin under the care of
consultant psychiatrist
Seamus O'Ceallaigh and
she also rented a house in
Adare.
The court heard she
had been too ill to travel
to Canada to see her children for two months
prior to the incident.
Judge Durcan said he
wanted to be “utterly
clear that the defendant
is not being treated any
differently than anyone
else.”
The judge asked for the
money to be paid to a
charity which helps prisoners ahead of their release from jail.
Walking down the
steps of the courthouse,
Ms O’Riordan was met by
a large media scrum. Supported by her mother
Eileen, and her solicitor,
Bill O'Donnell, she politely answered questions
from the press and urged
other people suffering
mental illness to "reach
out for help".
"I don't really have
much to say, just that I'm
glad it's over," she said,
softly.
"I want to thank the
doctors that helped me to
get back to my health
mentally.
"I'm very good today,
very positive about this
coming year.
"I have a couple of albums coming out and I'm
going to go back to work."
She then sat into the
back seat of a white Mercedes, her mother Eileen
beside her, before the car
was driven out the gates
of the courthouse by her
brother PJ.

Family of accused
have concerns
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
tion and outrage in the
local community.
A post-mortem examination confirmed Mr
O’Donoghue died from a
heart attack.
Previously, it was indicated the matter was to
proceed on indictment
and on Tuesday Detective
Garda Mike Reidy of Bruff
garda station, told Limerick District Court he
had served a copy of the
book of evidence, encompassing four volumes, on
the defendant.
Sergeant Donal Cronin
said the DPP consented to
the matter being sent forward for trial at the next
sittings of Limerick Circuit Court and he requested that Casey be
remanded in continuing
custody.
Shauna Roe BL said her
client is suffering from
flashbacks and that his
family “are very concerned about his mental
health”.
Ms Roe requested that a

psychiatric assessment
be carried out but her application was refused by
Judge Marian O’Leary
who noted it was the first
time such concerns had
been raised with the
court.
However, the judge
noted there were concerns and she ordered
they be brought to the attention of the prison governor by his legal
representatives.
Casey is also accused of
stealing €1,000 worth of
jewellery from a house at
St Jude’s Kyle, Cappamore and with causing
€250 worth of criminal
damage to the front door
of another house at
Portnard, Cappamore. He
is also charged with
causing €120 worth of
criminal damage to the
front door of a third
house at Dromsallagh,
Cappamore.
The book of evidence is
due to be served on his
cousin – David Casey,
aged 21,of Carragh Park,
Coolock, Dublin 17 – next
Tuesday, March 1.
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First development to be built in county since crash
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Two
Castleconnell
residents – Brian Lenehan and Tom
Walsh, director of DTW Construction Ltd – came up with the
idea from a chance conversation
while they were fishing, and Lacca
Developments was formed.
Mr Walsh said Mr Lenehan was
unable to build the house of his
dreams due to the local residency clause required with planning applications.
“Despite living in the village for
some time, he failed to find a house
that would suit his family’s long
term needs. After years of frustration, he partnered up with DTW to

guide it through the planning process, and develop the site.
“Despite many obstacles and
challenges, the development is
about to begin in the coming
weeks. They are spacious sites of
between 0.3 and 0.5 acres with all
services in place. There are generous landscaped public spaces to
give a real feeling of space and
allow families to interact and play,”
said Mr Walsh.
He says a major advantage of this
development is that you do not
need to meet the local residency requirements as the land is zoned
serviced sites under the local area
plan. Unlike buying a green field
site you do not need to build or pay
for the services to be brought to

your site.
Mr Lenehan is going to build his
home on one site and there has
been a lot of enquiries in the other
five.
“Even though the sites have only
been on the market for the last
week or so there is already a lot of
ongoing negotiations,” said Mr
Walsh.
Prospective buyers can choose a
pre-designed spacious house by
Limerick architect James Corbett
or design their own dream
home. Mr Walsh says this is a huge
gap in the market.
“There are people out there who
own existing houses and want to
build the house of their dreams,
design it themselves and build it

on their own site. That isn’t possible in any of the suburbs of the
city unless you go into a serviced
site.
“If there are two or three children and the family wants
extra room and space by designing
a house that isn’t a standard three
bedroom semi-detached, it isn’t an
option for most people at the moment because of the pressures on
the outskirts.
“Take
Castleconnell
alone.
There is loads of land zoned for
housing but it is all three bed
semis. You need more land zoned
for serviced sites on outskirts
of villages where people can go and
design what they want and build
lovely spacious houses, put

their own stamp on them and
where you would have some space
to rear your children,” said Mr
Walsh.
He predicts there will be over 20
workers on site in Castleconnell giving local employment for
the next two years.
This will be a boon to the local
economy. Mr Walsh, too, is delighted to be back working in Ireland again following nearly
five years spent travelling back and
forth to London for work
“This is a good news story, and a
sign that the economy is on a more
stable footing. Unless there is a
crash again we intend to say so long
as the economy keeps on at an even
keel,” he concludes.

■ Weary menfolk will now be able to enjoy a pint in illustrious Grafton Street store

Cappamore pub’s licence is
granted to BT Grafton Street
DONAL O’REGAN
E: donal.oregan@limerickleader.ie

BORED men will be toasting a pub
in Cappamore as they can now
enjoy a pint of plain in Brown
Thomas on Grafton Street – while
their better halves shop for style.
Circuit Court president Mr
Justice Raymond Groarke granted
the flagship store an ordinary
seven-day publican’s licence last
week.
Constance Cassidy SC told the
Circuit
Licensing
Court
that Brown Thomas & Co Ltd had
bought out an extinguished full
pub licence – Ned McKnight’s of
Cappamore.
The pub, owned by Jim Madden,
was closed over two years ago but it
will live on in Dublin. Mr Madden,
from Kilsheelan, had to attend the
first court hearing.
“It was quite an experience being
in the Four Courts. Judge Groarke
did make a comment that they
should put a picture of McKnight’s
in the new bar. So what I am hoping
to do over the next few weeks is
talk to somebody in the Limerick
School of Art and Design to do a
pencil drawing of it. I think it
would look very well rather than a
photograph,” said Mr Madden, who
hopes to be invited to the grand
opening.
The licence went from east Limerick to south Dublin after Mr
Madden was contacted by an agent
about his clean pub licence.
Through his Limerick solicitors
– David Punch & Company – Mr
Madden learned that the prospective client was Brown Thomas.
Mr Madden wouldn’t reveal
the amount paid.
The court heard the store had
been operating a wine licence in its
restaurant for the last 40 years and
wished to broaden the offering for
its customers, particularly those
who had to wait around while their
partners and spouses finished
shopping.
Mr Madden, who described
Brown
Thomas
employees as
“lovely people to deal with”,
said Lorraine Bedford, health and
safety compliance manager, had a
very good argument for the judge.
“She said, ‘Your honour, if you
were in with your wife and she was
shopping, perhaps you would
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■ Jim Kennedy gives a powerful account
of his life in and out of the priesthood
DONAL O’REGAN
E: donal.oregan@limerickleader.ie

A FORMER Limerick priest who married a nun
is one of 13 Irish men to feature in a new
documentary premiering at this week’s Dublin
Film Festival.
The Judas Iscariot Lunch is a story about
faith, religion, love and life after the priesthood. The ex-priests, including 81-year-old
James Kennedy, from Pallasgreen, speak candidly about how they came to be missionaries
in East Asia, the Pacific and South America in
the 1960s and 1970s.
The documentary, directed by Teresa
O'Grady-Peyton and produced by TJ O'GradyPeyton, tells the story of Columban missionary
priests “who took the brave, honourable and
risky decision to leave active ministry and set
out on totally different and difficult life
journey”.
“It is often funny, sometimes sad, beautiful,
raw and thought-provoking,” say the makers.
The priests were branded Judas Iscariots by
Pope Paul VI, hence the name of the feature.
“We never saw it like that ... We see ourselves
as pioneers!” say the men.
James, better known as Jim, gives a powerful
account of his story of formation, celibacy, isolation, faith and the struggle to leave the priesthood.
“When I look back now I don't believe I had
any faith. All I had was a kind of social conditioning. You heard old women say ‘maybe Jim
would become a priest’ and you kind of went
along with that,” he said.
Jim was born in Pallasgreen in 1934. He was
taught in Brackile National School by his uncle
Bill Kennedy before attending Doon CBS Secondary School.
“The best years of my life,” he said.
Jim decided to become a priest because

Pallasgreen man Jim Kennedy, who is now 81,
pictured relaxing at home in Dublin

Jim pictured when he was a young priest
“there was no money for university”.
“I was the first son. My mother Nora, who
had two brothers priests, probably had an idea
I might follow suit, but the Kennedys never had
anyone belonging to them priests.
“At the time I had a first cousin in Dalgan
[Columban Missionaries base in Navan] and he
invited me to join him there. He left three
months before ordination and became a
creamery manager in Kildimo.”
Jim was ordained to the priesthood in 1958.
After that he was appointed assistant editor of
the Far East magazine and studied in the Uni-
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prefer to have a drink rather than a
glass of wine or a cup of tea’. Judge
Groarke laughed and he said, ‘Do
they really tell us the truth about
how much they spend?’” recalled
Mr Madden.
The judge then asked if he could
see a menu.
“They have a restaurant and the
bar will be in the restaurant. Lorraine showed him the menu and he
looked down through it. He said,
‘My God, €4.50 for a portion of
spuds’ and quick as flash she said,
‘Your honour, I think we will have
to look at that and maybe increase
it!’” said Mr Madden, with a smile.
You wouldn’t get away with charging almost €5 for chips in Cap-

pamore but unfortunately it was
the reduction in drinkers that put
paid to Ned McKnight’s. It got its
name after Mr Madden’s son Eoin
did some research and found he
was a famous local character.
Formerly a hotel it has been on
Cappamore’s main thoroughfare
for the best part of 100 years. The
Maddens bought it about 15 years
ago from Tom O’Toole.
“We had a great 10 to 12 years
with live music at the weekend but
then the bottom just fell out of
it. We closed it two to three years
ago. The problem with Cappamore
was that after Dell closed and the
building industry slumped there
was mass emigatrion.

“I was in O’Dwyer’s one evening
in Cappamore and a person had
just come back from Australia. They said the whole intermediate hurling team from
Cappamore was already in Australia,” said Mr Madden, who also
pointed to the increase in people
drinking at home.
“There is no doubt that villages across Ireland – and Cappamore is no exception – have been
decimated. I think there are a lot of
publicans in the country only
making a living wage,” he
added. But while Mr Madden was
forced to close the pub he has fond
memories of the village and stays
in contact with many from the

Senator James Heffernan is in the running for the final seat
are also very much issuebased candidates.
The mood among voters
across the constituency
however remains low-key.
And many remain undecided which has raised the
possibility of a low turn-out.
In 2011, the turn-out in the
county constituency was 69%

but few expect this to be
achieved this time out as
anti-government sentiment,
while discernible,is not as
strong as in 2011. Bad
weather on Friday could also
have a bearing on how many
of the 83,835 people entitled
to vote actually do so.
See also pages 4-9
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Meanwhile, Mr O’Donnell described the three week election campaign as
“intense”, but played down
a drop for Fine Gael in
opinion polling, saying:
“For me, elections are
based on the day people
vote.”
And Cllr Quinlivan said:
“Limerick needs a new TD
who will be a real advocate
for the people and for the
constituency.
”Fine Gael has ran a campaign based on fear. They
want the people to feel
changing the government
is too big a risk. The reality
is Limerick cannot afford
another five years of Fine
Gael and the Labour party
riding roughshod over our
communities,” he said.
Cllr Prendiville said he
believes the government is
on course to lose two seats
in Limerick City, predicting: “Labour’s national
wipe out will be reflected in
Limerick City. This, along
with Fine Gael’s drop in the
polls and our experience
campaigning so far, suggests we are definitely contenders to take a seat”.
Elsewhere, with the margins so tight, Ms O’Sullivan’s director of elections

Kieran Faye has confirmed
that the Labour Party will
double the number of ‘Impersonation Agents’ it will
have on duty on polling day
to weed out people who
may be using someone
else’s polling card to cast
their vote. It is understood
Fine Gael are taking a similar approach.
Under electoral law, all
candidates are permitted to
deploy an ‘impersonation
agent’ at every polling
booth in the constituency.
Ms O’Sullivan said: “It is
something we will watch
insofar as we can. It is not
always easy. It is something
I certainly hope would not
happen. It is not how the
democratic process should
be. But as a party, we always
try and ensure we watch
out.”
Mr Faye confirmed eight
officers – who are empowered to intervene when
someone presents in a
polling station – will be deployed around the city. This
is up from four in 2011.
Mr O’Dea said he is concerned about certain “discrepancies” in the electoral
register, adding: “From the
stuff I have heard, there
seems to be quite a number
of differences. With the
best will in the world, the
register is never really spot

on. There seems to be quite
a number of discrepancies
this time though. We just
have to hope people in the
polling centres are vigilant.
But it is particularly dangerous when there are one
or two seats at stake and it
could be decided by a small
margin”.
Returning officer Pat
Wallace said the recommendation
to
polling
centre staff is that a quarter
of people presenting to vote
are asked for additional
identification on top of
what is already expected.
He said: “If the presiding
officer and the poll clerk
are not satisfied with the
identity of the person who
presents for voting, they
are entitled to question that
person and ask for further
identification.”
Counting in Limerick
City will begin at the UL
Arena from early Saturday
afternoon, with a first declaration expected by early
evening. The sorting of
votes begins at 9am. How
the electorate in Limerick
City has voted will become
clearer from mid-morning,
with an army of tallymen
examining in detail the performance of candidates
and the destination of vote
transfers.
Editorial, page 20

Des Ryan, long-standing contributor, and
Tom Donovan, editor PICTURE: ADRIAN BUTLER
children in Glin that I was in the school in
1966, during the 50th anniversary celebrations.
“The difference from then to now is
that, in 1966, it was all one-sided. It was
all about the rebels, who fought for Ireland. But in 2016 now, we have two military and two policemen; four of the
other side. And we are looking at that side
of it. It’s about everybody who fought in
1916.
“And some of the military were caught
up with it and were on their way to the
front [World War], and they got sidetracked when the rebellion happened,
and they had to go out and fight. You then
had Irishmen fighting Irishmen,” he told
the Limerick Leader this week.
He said that it also notes the local civilians who were killed in crossfire.
The longest-standing contributor, Des
Ryan, welcomed the launch of the special
edition.
“We could not let the 1916 commemoration pass without acknowledging Limerick’s contribution to the Easter
Rebellion. The fact that such a large
amount of material could be sourced
about Limerick in 1916 made the task of
the many contributors a little easier.”
The Old Limerick Journal will be
launched by Mairéad Dore, daughter of
Éamonn Dore, who fought in the GPO in
1916, and refreshments will be served on
the night.
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A SPECIAL and limited edition of the Old
Limerick Journal, which looks at local
life in 1916, will be launched next week.
As part of Limerick’s extensive itinerary of 1916 commemorative events, the
50th edition of the iconic publication —
founded by the late Jim Kemmy in 1979 —
will be presented to the public at the City
Library, Michael Street, on Tuesday,
8pm.
According to the editor, Tom Donovan,
it is the first journal of its kind, and it is
three times bigger than the regular edition — 172 pages — which usually comes
out at Christmas.
He said that this issue shows both sides
of the 1916 rebellion that took place in
Dublin, and also looks at “the normal life
in Limerick” in 1916.
He said that the publicity surrounding
the events in 1916 is now “more inclusive
and more balanced” than it was when he
celebrated the 50th anniversary of the
Rising. “I was recently telling the school
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Condenser
Dryer
• A+ Energy Rating
• Heat Pump Drying
• Sensor DyingDetects when
clothes are dry
saving money and
energy
• No vent required.

• Vario Perfect shorter wash
times of up to
66% less
• A+++ - 30%
rating Exceptionally
energy efficient
• Large 8KG Load
Capacity
• 1400 Spin Speed
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Freezer
• 201cm high x 70cm
wide
• Low Frost-less
defrosting
• A++ Energy Rating

• 45cm wide
• 9 place settings
• Glass Protection
Technology
• 4 Wash
Programmes

• 8 Kg wash
• 5 Kg Drying
• Sensor Drying
– Detects when
clothes are dry
saving money
and energy
• Eco Silence Drive
– Very quiet and
efficient motor
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Fight in city for last two seats
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

area. “We had some great night
nights and there was never any
problems. That was one of the
things that Brown Thomas would
have looked for – a clean licence.
We have all the tax clearance certificates that you need and there
was no problems with the guards.
We ran the pub right,” said Mr
Madden.
He, like many, is looking forward to seeing Brown Thomas’
new pub on the third floor.
“From the point of view of Cappamore people going to Dublin,
they will all want to see it. Won’t
you get great brownie points from
bringing her to Brown Thomas
while you go to the bar!”

Happy ever after: James Kennedy with his family – wife Vicenta and children Paddy and Noriana

• 185cm high x 60cm
wide
• Frost Free - no
defrosting
• Premium internal
finish

E: fintan.walsh@limerickleader.ie

PICTURE: MICHAEL COWHEY

versity of Chicago before being assigned to the
Philippines. All this despite the missions being
“accidental” and “I just fell into it”.
Jim vividly remembers the point he realised
that he didn’t want to be a priest any more.
“My father died while I was studying Tagalog
[a language spoken in the Philippines] in Manila in 1971 and during the High Mass for him I
realised that while the archbishop, Paddy
Cronin, was talking about heaven for my
father I suddenly couldn’t see him there.
”All I had were the memories of him like the
sound of his hobnailed boots on the cement
floor. So, if you don’t believe in an afterlife it
would be stupid to continue as a priest.”
While he struggled with the decision he continued on with his duties until 1977 when a special woman entered his life.
“I needed help especially in my second
parish of Candelaria, Zambales, Philippines. I
got Sister Vicenta Benavidez, a Sister of St Paul
de Chartres Congregation, to liaise between me
and the people. She was a journalism
graduate.”
They both left their religious roles, “one
thing led to another” and they started a new life
together.
They were married civilly in Manila on July 7,
1977, and two children followed, Paddy and
Noriana.
"All of us now have children who are in their
own way contributing to civilisation. If we
hadn't left that wouldn't exist,” said Jim.
His wife is an active churchgoer but he
isn’t.
“I’ve no problem with other people’s choices.
I would now describe myself as a humanist.”
Now aged 81, Jim is living in Lucan, Dublin.
after working for Smurfit Publications until
September 1999 and remains a proud Limerick
man.
Jim described his experiences in Philippines
in his memoir Fat God Thin God which was
published in 2002.
The world premiere of The Judas Iscariot
Lunch takes place at the Light House Cinema,
Dublin at 6.30pm this Thursday, February 25
and will be shown on RTE at a later date.
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A pencil drawing of Ned McKnight’s in Cappamore is to hang in Brown Thomas’ Grafton Store after they bought the pub licence
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A priest, a nun – and a love story

Bumper
Journal
examines
Limerick
life in 1916

Election to go down to the wire
O’Donoghue would benefit
from that.
In 2011, Niall Collins,
against all odds, only
suffered a small decrease in
his first preference vote
when seats all around the
country were being lost.
One Fine Gael source predicted he would increase his
vote by 40% this time out but
another source argued that
his vote in the east of the
county would be down, as a
result of party infighting.
“He has lost a lot of good
people in the east,” he said.
But nobody was in doubt that
he would win the seat.
Sen James Heffernan narrowly lost out on a seat in
2011 and his new party, the
Social Democrats, is getting
favourable mention.
But in a tight contest he
may not have built up enough
momentum to survive to the
last fight.
Sinn Fein will be hoping to
consolidate their local election vote and build on it as
springboard for the next
election.
Direct Democracy candidate will, like Sen Heffernan, get some votes over
the Gortadroma controversy
while Alexander Storey Cosgrave and John O’Gorman
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