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Cabbie
is spared
sentence

‘EMOTIONAL’:
Dolores mmm
pictured in™
November
2014, some
time after
the incident
Pic: Sunday
Independent

A DUBLIN tax i driver
who triple-charged two .
C hristm as shoppers has
been spared a conviction.
Seamus Goslin (70) from
Balfe Road, W alkinstown,
adm itted in November to
breaching the Taxi
Regulation Act after he
charged the passengers
€45 for a short trip.
Judge John O’Neill had
heard the driver claim ed
the extra cost was a
“carriage charge” for
boxes of presents the
p air had w ith them.
He adjourned the case
u n til yesterday to see if
the ta x i driver would give
€250 to charity along w ith
€800 in prosecution costs.
A fter seeing receipts of
this, he applied the
Probation Act.

■ Gordon

AN
OUT-OF-CONTROL
Dolores
O’Riordan shouted: “I’m an icon, I’m
the Queen of Limerick” during an air
rage incident at Shannon Airport in
which she head-butted and spat in the
face of one garda — who she claimed
had “grabbed her tit”, a court heard.

Preacher
verdict in
January

Inspector Tom Kennedy yesterday told Ennis
D istrict Court th a t du rin g the incident on
Novem ber 10 la st year, the 44-year-old
C ranberries singer also spat in the face of and
kicked out at an A irport Police Office (APO).
Insp Kennedy said Ms O’Riordan had become
unruly on board a Shannon-bound A er Lingus
fligh t from N ew York, standing on the foot of
flight attendant Carmel Coyne and hurting her.
He said: “She was in the first class area and
had become rude... She became difficult, unruly,
m aking her presence felt, w alking around.”
He said after Ms O’Riordan stood on Ms Coyne’s
foot, Ms Coyne alerted the captain and the
assistance of the A irport Police was requested.
Insp Kennedy said: “Ms O’Riordan was proving
very difficult at th a t stage and telling Ms Coyne,
‘Do you know who I am?’ and all of th a t.”

JUDGMENT has been
reserved in the tria l of a
P r o te s t a n t e v a n g e lic a l

preacher accused of m ak
ing “grossly offensive”
rem arks about Islam.
Pastor James McConnell
(78), from Shore Road,
Newtownabbey, Co
Antrim , was prosecuted
over a sermon in which he
branded Islam “heathen”
and “satanic”.
McConnell faced two
charges over the com
ments made on May 18,

Patrol
Insp Kennedy said th a t after Ms O’Riordan was
detained when the plane landed, APO Ronan
O’Reilly said she “went to hit him in the face,
but missed... She was able to h it [him] in the'
shoulder, and kicked him in the w aist area”.
Insp K ennedy said Ms O’Riordan spat in the
face of another APO, Eamon Power.
The APOs requested G arda back-up while an
am bulance was called due to concern for Ms
O’Riordan’s welfare. She was taken from the
airc ra ft to a nearby am bulance on the tarm ac.
Insp Kennedy said: “However, Ms O’Riordan
came out of the am bulance and w ent to ru n
tow ards the airc ra ft and had to be restrained by
APOs and G arda Shane Dawson.”
Insp Kennedy said the m other-of-three told
G arda Dawson: “You can’t arrest me. I ’m an icon.
I ’m the Queen of Limerick. You don’t know who
you are dealing with. I pay my taxes so I pay your
wages and I am going to sue you.”
The inspector said th at G arda Dawson took Ms
O’Riordan to a patrol car and placed her in it.
However, she then ran from the p a tro l car.
Garda Dawson gave chase and after apprehending
h er, Ms O ’R io rd a n “tu rn e d a ro u n d an d
headbutted him and spat into his face”.
Insp Kennedy said: “She then alleged th a t
G arda Dawson had grabbed her tit and claim ed
th a t he sexually assaulted her by groping at
k her. It was a very nasty situation.”
j j l G arda Dawson told the court: “She accused
me of groping her and sexually assaulting
|j|§ |: her... It ranks as one of the w orst incidents
th a t I have had to ever deal w ith.”

2014. H e d e n ie d b o th

alleged offences.
The judge set a deadline
of January 5 to deliver a
verdict in the case.

Bottle
attacker
in court
A MAN faces life in p ris
on after a serious assault
which left his victim
blind in his left eye.
Sean Kenny (24) hit
Raphael Momoh (21) in
the eye w ith a broken
glass bottle which cut the
victim ’s cornea, leaving
him scarred and legally
blind in th a t eye.
Kenny, of Lourdes Road,
M aryland, Dublin,
pleaded guilty to the
attack on Parkgate Street
on January 29, 2013.
Kenny, who is serving a
sentence for drug dealing
and violent disorder, w ill
reappear on January 15.

Down’s rape
trial jury out

Evidence
jRjjj
■
H E L ,,.

‘REMORSEFUL’: Dolores
arriving at court in Ennis,
Co Clare, early yesterday
with her mother Eileen

THE jury will today begin
deliberations in the tria l
of a m an accused of ra p 
ing a woman w ith Down’s
syndrome in Dublin.
He denies rape, sexual
assault and having sex
w ith a m entally im paired
person on June 12, 2013.
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‘OUT OF CONTROL’:I P
Dolores leaving hospital
following her arrest on
November 10 last year i

He agreed w ith Judge P atrick D urcan
th a t the allegation has placed a cloud
over him. Ms O’Riordan’s solicitor Bill
O’D onnell im m ediately accepted in
court on behalf of Ms O’Riordan th at
th ere is no substance to the
| allegation.
4 Ms O’Riordan arrived at Ennis
jjj| courthouse a t 10am ye ste rd a y
l& L and entered the courtroom at
j,< 1.15pm. The only words she
spoke in cou rt w ere “good
t g / m afternoon, your honour” after
Judge D urcan said: “G ood
IjjRpy afternoon Ms O’Riordan.”
In his plea of mitigation, Mr
O’D onnell said th a t “these
were the actions of a very, very
fljlf ill person”.
pF
He said: “Clearly from the evi
dence, she was somewhat out of.
control.
“Ms O’Riordan was going through a

PLEA: Dolores^H
seen outside m m
court yesterday,!!
has admitted four
offences but her I
solicitor appealed
to the judge not jjj
to impose l
• i
|conviction mM
very, very difficult tim e having recently separated from her husband of 20
years.
“She moved to New York City and
h ad n ’t seen her children, aged 18, 14
and 10, [who live in Canada] for two
months.”
Mr O’Donnell said Ms O’Riordan had
been flying to Ireland for the second
anniversary of her fath er’s death.
“This was a very emotional tim e for
my client and she was not in a good
place,” he said.
He added: “She did not deliberately
set out to cause any harm or cause any
assault. She genuinely fe lt she was
under attack.”
M r O’Donnell handed in a booklet of
reports on Ms O’Riordan’s psychiatric
condition w ith one concluding th a t her
actions “were of a person suffering a
severe psychiatric illness”.
He said one medic exam ined Ms
O’Riordan shortly after the incident
and found th a t she was “not responsible for her actions”.
Ms O’Riordan was adm itted to St

P atrick’s psychiatric hospital shortly
after the incident and rem ained there
for th ree weeks.
Mr O’Donnell said that she doesn’t
fully remember what occurred. He said
th a t his clien t is “very rem orsefu l
about all of this and embarrassed”.
He pleaded w ith Judge D urcan not to
impose a crim inal conviction, saying
th a t could im pact on Ms O’Riordan’s
ability to travel and could have consequences on her seeing her children in
Canada and for her career.
C h tfim c te y
She has never been in any kind of
trouble in her life. She is of good
character,” he added,
pleaded gu ilty to four
offences — assaulting Garda Dawson
and two members of the A irport Police,
O ’R e illy and M r P ow er, an d
obstructin g Garda
Jud8e D urcan adjourned the case for
mention to January 20 to fix a date for
sentence.

