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Taoiseach Enda Kenny has
accepted responsibility for a
series of “mistakes” which
have blighted Fine Gael’s
stuttering general election
campaign.
The party was also fighting a rearguard action last
night as Mr Kenny and
Finance Minister Michael
Noonan accepted that very
high income earners will be
much better off in cash terms
than lower income earners
after their controversial
promise to abolish the
u n i ve r s a l s o c i a l c h a r g e
(USC) for all.
However, as the campaign
is coming to an end, Mr
Kenny conceded he had
made a number of “gaffes”
during the campaign, but
said he was human and man
e n o u g h t o a d m i t h e wa s
wrong.
“Actually, as you deal with
all of these things, I am
human, I make mistakes but
I am man enough to accept
responsibilities for these
things. I think the hallmark
of leadership is how you
move on from issues like
those,” he said.
Another senior Fine Gael
minister, Leo Varadkar,
conceded that Mr Kenny is
not the strongest advocate
for the party in key setpiece
events like TV debates.
“Enda is not going to win a
debating competition but he
has other strengths,” he said.
However, Mr Kenny and
Mr Noonan were forced yesterday to confirm that under
their plans, people earning
€150,000 a year would be
three times better of f as
those on €40,000 under their
USC plans.
Mr Noonan said that while
higher earners will benefit
more in cash terms, in terms
of percentages, the gains are
broadly similar.
“The USC deals in percentages and if you apply it you
pay a bigger amount on the
same percentage on a higher
income and if you reduce it
you g et more relief on a
higher income in cash terms.
But the percentages are very
close,” the finance minister
said.
Mr Kenny also said pulling
the plug on the Government
in November would have
severed the positive relationship with the Labour Party,

but added, there was a strong
urge to go early.
“First of all, had I gone in
N o ve m b e r I wo u l d h a ve
ruptured the link with the
Labour Party after saying we
would have gone the full distance. Secondly we wouldn’t
have introduced the Finance
Bill and other bills. And
people would have rightly
been critical had we not
awaited the results of the
banking inquiry,” he said.
Mr Kenny’s position
as leader could come under
question, should Fine
Gael and Labour fail to be
re-elected, given they were
returned with the biggest
majority in the history of the
State in 2011.
The difficult choices the
parties had to make in office
have taken their toll on their
support, he said.
“People’s expectations
rise, this recovery is incomplete. Elections are about
choices. We had the most
dif ficult decisions of any
g o ve r n m e n t o f d e c a d e s
past,” he said.
“Four of those polls show
Fine Gael are at 30%. Reports
we are getting from around
the country is that people are
examining very carefully
and critically the plans that
are on the table.
“We feel we can increase
on that percentage and
translate that into seats. It is
the choice of the people,” he
said.
T h e Ta o i s e a c h w a s
severely criticised over his
admission that he mishandled the appointment of
John McNulty to the board of
the Irish Museum of Modern
Art. Former junior minister
and Social Democrat joint
leader Roisin Shortall lashed
Mr Kenny’s record in office.
“ We l l l o o k , t h e s t o r y
changes yet again. People
are looking for integrity in
Irish politics, the Taoiseach
has been tested several times
over the past year, whether
that’s in relation to garda
whistleblowing, his role in
relation to the Garda commissioner’s resignation, the
McNulty af fair, Siteserv
which Catherine [Murphy]
has been highlighting.
“There have been umpteen examples where the
Taoiseach has been tested
and he has been found wanting,” she said.
Election 2016: 6-10
Analysis: 13
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An inspirational college
student with a visual impairment who was awarded
a masters at UCC has
warned the Government
ag ainst cutting special
needs assistant (SNAs)
hours.
Jessica Ní Mhaoláin, 24,
from Cork, who struggles
to see beyond f ive feet,
told the Irish Examiner:
“Simply put, I would not
h a ve f i n i s h e d p r i m a r y
school without the help of
my SNA. Cutting SNA
hours is taking away the
chance for a child to learn
properly — and that’s just
not right.
“The more you cut in the

early years, the more is lost
to society in the longterm.”
Jessica, who completed a
bachelors of science in
public health two years
ago, studied the effects of
legislation on special needs
education at second level
for her masters in government. She is now considering applying for a PhD.
Her Facebook post on
SNAs, from Tuesday night,
has gotten over 21,000 likes
and 5,000 shares. She said
she hoped it would underline the vital need for SNA
hours to be maintained,
even when funding is tight.
Jessica was born with occulocutaneous albinism,
which makes it difficult for

her to see clearly beyond
five feet. She also has nysta g m u s , a n i n vo l u n t a r y
m o ve m e n t o f t h e e y e s ,
which makes it difficult for
her eyes to focus.
For the first six years of
her primary education at
Gaelscoil an Teaghlaigh
Naofa, off Kinsale Road,
Jessica had to rely only on
the sound of her teachers to
learn. SNAs were introduced by former minister
Micheál Martin in 1999 and
she got SNA support from
fourth class on.
Jessica had to wait until
third year in Coláiste an
Phiarsaigh before she got
further SNA support.
“I had the help to do
things I couldn’t because of

'LYRUFHGSDUHQWVGHWDLQHG
RYHUDEVHQWHHLVPRIVRQ
*RUGRQ'HHJDQ
A judge yesterday placed the
divorced parents of a schoolshy teen in temporary custody after hearing a boy had
not attended school any day
since a previous court hearing.
The pair were held for several hours in the custody
area of Ennis cour troom
after being told the 13-yearold did not attend school in
the past two weeks.
Judge Patrick Durcan had
previously warned the parents would go to jail.
Daragh Hassett, for the
boy’s mother, said her client
w a s p o w e rl e s s a s t h e
boy “will do nothing for her”.
The mother had lost complete control, he said, and the
boy refused to co-operate at
any level. He said the boy’s
mother did everything she
could to bring the boy to
school “bar putting him over
her shoulder and placing
him at the schoolgate. The
boy has her heart broken”.
Mr Hassett added: “The
boy is now quite aggressive
to her and she can’t handle

him as things stand.
“I never seen a case like
this where there is a 100%
refusal by a child to go to
school even though he has
been told by you, the Child &
Family Agency, his principal, his father and mother
and myself that the parents
will go to jail unless he goes
to school.”
The boy’s father yesterday
apologised for missing previous court hearings in the
case, saying he had just re-

-XGJH3DWULFN'XUFDQ3DUHQWV
IDFHMDLOLIDFWLRQLVQRWWDNHQ

turned from honeymoon in
Australia with his new wife.
Judge Durcan said: “There
may be another honeymoon
coming up for you now because you are aware of the
seriousness of the problem.”
The judge then told the
boy: “Be clear on this young
man, if you don’t perform,
unfortunately your mother
will have to go away.”
The boy has a 90% absenteeism rate from school in
the year to date.
Judge Durcan placed the
parents in custody to allow a
solicitor for the Child and
Family Agency to get further
instructions. “I want action
in this case today and if I
don’t have action, I will have
to make a decision and order
which I will deeply regret
having to make.”
Kevin Sherry, solicitor for
CFA, said: “It is the fifth time
that the case has been in
court and the child is no
closer to attending school.”
Judge Durcan said he
would like other avenues to
be pursued for the welfare of
the boy and adjourned the
case to March 9.

&UDQEHUULHVVWDUZDONVIUHHDIWHUDLUUDJHLQFLGHQW
*RUGRQ'HHJDQ
Cranberries singer Dolores
O’Riordan walked free from
court yesterday after a judge
said she has not been treated
any differently to anyone
else who comes before his
cour t in similar circumstances.
At Ennis District Court
yesterday, Judge Patrick
Durcan said it would be “unfair and would be unjust to
criminalise” Ms O’Riordan,

who had pleaded guilty to
air-rage-related offences at
Shannon Airport on November 10, 2014.
Judge Durcan said her actions “occurred when the defendant was suffering from a
very severe mental illness”.
Judge Durcan said the
mental illness from which
Ms O’Riordan was suffering
at the time “completely inhibited her judgment”. He
said her not remembering
any of the incident shows she

wa s i n c a p a bl e o f u n d e r standing or recording what
she was doing at the time.
Judge Durcan said if Ms
O’Riordan pays €6,000 to the
court poor box, he will not
impose any criminal conviction. He adjourned the
matter for a week.
Afterwards, Ms O’Riordan
said: “I just want to say I’m
glad it’s over and I want to
thank the doctors who got
back my health mentally.”
Page: 2

my sight: notes, explanations, descriptions of
what was going on in
class,” she said.
“Having an SNA put me
on a level playing field with
my classmates. Every child
has a right to education,
and it’s near impossible for
a child to learn if they rely
on sound alone, simple as.”
She praised the level of
support provided to her at
UCC, with assistive technology, extra tuition, and
grinds. But she warned
politicians to prioritise and
protect SNA hours; “What
is wrong with this society
when it is deemed ok for a
special educational needs
organiser (SENO) or department official to cut an

SNA from a child for the
sake of a financial bottom
line?
“Because while I’m
graduating, there will be
children and parents who
were where my parents
once were.
“And they will be wondering whether their child
will achieve an education
like I have, because an SNA
and a chance to learn
equally as others do has
been taken away from them
for the sake of saving
money.”
Her comments come as
parents on the northside of
the city are mounting a
campaign to prevent cuts to
SNAs at several primary
schools.

A Cork woman was thrown
down the stairs by her “perfectionist” husband after she
cooked his pork chops in the
oven instead of frying them.
Siobhán Kelleher’s husband Anthony, 42, was yesterday found guilty by a jury
at Cork Circuit Criminal
Court of the serious assault
of his wife at the family home
in Raleigh North, Macroom.
The prosecution presented
statements taken in writing
from Ms Kelleher following
the incident on June 12, 2014.
In one, she said: “We were
having pork chops that day. I
put the dinner on the table.
He would never say thanks.
He complained that the pork
chops were cooked in the
oven. He wanted them fried.
He is a perfectionist.”
She said
she went to
bed
and
covered her
head with
blankets.
She said he
pulled her
out of bed by $ Q W K R Q \
the ponytail .HOOHKHU
and threw
her down the stairs, kicking
her on the way down.
“I got to the first landing
and he kicked me the rest of
the way down. I was out cold
and I don’t remember anything else until I woke in hospital with a tube down my
throat. Anthony came in to
the hospital with my slippers
and pyjamas. He started crying and said: ‘If you had died
I would have thrown myself
in the river’. I couldn’t look
at him,” the jury heard.
As well as suffering numerous fractures and bruising as well laceration to her
liver, the victim went on to
suffer a stroke.
The judge refused Kelleher bail after the verdict.
Page: 2
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A man who denied dragging
his wife out of bed by her
ponytail, kicking her down
the stairs or beating her
within an inch of her life
leaving her with lifelong
i n j u r i e s , wa s y e s t e r d a y
found guilty of the serious
assault.
The jury took less than
two hours at Cork Circuit
Criminal Cour t to reach
their unanimous verdict
against Anthony Kelleher,
aged 42, on the charge of
assault causing serious
harm to Siobhán Kelleher,
aged 36, at Cur raheen,
Raleigh North, Macroom, Co
Cork, on June 12, 2014.
Tom Creed, defending,
asked for Kelleher to be
allowed on continuing bail to
put his affairs in order. The
prosecution did not oppose,
but Judge Ó Donnabháin refused bail saying: “His status
has irrevocably changed in
view of the verdict of the
jury.”
The accused chose not to
give evidence. Ms Kelleher,
in effect, did not testify
either, but the prosecution
went on in the absence of
oral testimony.
Ms Kelleher, who suffered
a stroke after the attack,
walked slowly to the witness
box with a walking stick on
February 17. She swore on
the bible and replied to the
first question asked by Siobhán Lankford, prosecuting:
“I want to withdraw my complaint.”
Following legal argument
in the absence of the jury at
that point, the prosecution
was allowed to go ahead by
presenting to the jury three
statements taken down in
writing from Ms Kelleher
following June 12, 2014.
Four days afterwards from
a bed at Cork University
Hospital, she said: “Last
Thursday, June 12 2014, my
husband came home from
work at about 5.15pm. I had a
glass of wine before Anthony
came home to calm my
nerves. He started ranting
and raving and said I was
staggering around. I went to
bed for an hour. Anthony
dragged me out of bed by the
hair and threw me across the
corridor and down the stairs.
The next thing I knew I woke
up in hospital.”
She added in a second
statement: “We were having
pork chops that day. I put the
dinner on the table. He
would never say thanks. He
complained that the pork
chops were cooked in the
oven. He wanted them fried.
He is a perfectionist. [After a
brief exchange of words] I
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“I want to
thank the

bums coming out and I am
going to go back to work.”
When asked about the stigma over mental illness and
whether it is time people
spoke and opened up more,
Ms O’Riordan said “of
course” and urged people
suffering similar problems
to “just reach out for help.”
“I’m OK now,” she said,
adding that she wants “to
keep the art ﬂowing”.
In the case, Ms O’Riordan,
of Friarstown, Grange, Kilmallock, Co Limerick, pleaded
guilty to assaulting Garda
S h a n e D a w s o n a n d t wo
members of the airport police at Shannon, Ronan O’Reilly and Eamon Power.
Ms O’Riordan pleaded
guilty to resisting/wilfully
obstructing Garda Dawson
in the execution of his duty
contrary to section 19 of the
Criminal Justice (Public
Order) Act 1994.
In January, the court
heard that an out-of-control
Ms O’Riordan shouted, “I’m
an icon, I’m the Queen of
Limerick”, during an airrage incident at Shannon
Airport, where she headbutted and spat in the face of
one Garda.
Inspector Tom Kennedy
told Ennis District Court
that the Cranberries singer
also spat in the face of and

doctors who got
back my health
mentally
cases where someone comes
before the court with an unblemished character, as in
this case.
He said: “Indeed, let me be
utterly clear that the defendant in this case is not being
treated differently to anyone
else. It will be noted that
many other people were
treated in a like manner by
this court today.”
Judge Durcan said if Ms
O’Riordan pays €6,000 towards the court poor box, he
will not impose any criminal
conviction. He adjourned the
matter for a week.
Speaking outside court
afterwards, Ms O’Riordan
said: “I just want to say I’m
glad it’s over and I want to
thank the doctors who got
back my health mentally. I
am feeling very good today,
very positive about this upcoming year. I have new al-

kicked out at an airport police officer.
In his judgment yesterday,
Judge Durcan said Ms
O’Riordan’s serious assaults
were aggravated by her appalling behaviour — her attempt to escape custody and
making unfounded groping
allegations against a garda.
“To be fair to the defendant, a plea of guilty was
submitted early and it is
probably true to say that if
the defendant vigorously defended these offences, the
prosecution could have been
in considerable difficulty,”
he said.
“But the defendant
adopted the approach — obviously based on legal advice
— which in my view was
correct.”
Judg e Durcan said Ms
O’Riordan accepted that a
serious wrong had been done
and approached the righting
of that wrong in a responsible, fulsome, and wholesome manner, and had
written letters of apology to
the victims.
Judg e Durcan said Ms
O’Riordan’s payment to the
poor box, along with other
payments, will go towards an
organisation which assists
prisoners prior to release to
ensure that their landing is
as safe as possible.

$QWKRQ\.HOOHKHUDW&RUN&LUFXLW
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Cranberries singer Dolores
O’Riordan walked free from
court yesterday after a judge
said she has not been treated
any differently to anyone
else who comes before his
cour t in similar circumstances.
At Ennis District Court
yesterday, Judge Patrick
Durcan said it would be “unfair and would be unjust to
criminalise” Ms O’Riordan,
who had pleaded guilty to
air-rage-related offences at
Shannon Airport on November 10, 2014.
Judge Durcan said her actions “all occurred when the
defendant was suf fering
from a very severe mental illness”.
Judge Durcan said that,
after reading several medical
reports in the case, the mental illness from which Ms
O’Riordan was suffering at
the time “completely inhibited her judgment”.
He said Ms O’Riordan not
remembering any of the incident shows she was incapable of understanding or recording what she was doing
at the time.
On his ruling not to criminalise, Judge Durcan said
this was the practice of his
court in public order-related
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went to bed and covered my
head with the blankets.
“He came after me and
asked me what did I say. I
said, ‘Nothing, I’m sorry.’ I
put my hands to my face to
save my head. I didn’t want
bruises. I had my hair in a
ponytail and he pulled me
out of bed by the ponytail.
There were clumps of hair
coming out.
“He dragged me by the
hair and threw me down the
stairs. He kicked me on the
way down twice in the ass. I
got to the first landing and he
kicked me the rest of the way
down. I was out cold and I
don’t remember anything
else until I woke in hospital
with a tube down my throat.
“Anthony came in to the
hospital with my slippers
and pyjamas. He started crying and said, ’If you had died
I would have thrown myself
in the river’. I couldn’t look
at him.”
In a third statement 10
months later, she withdrew
the previous statements, said
she fell at the clothes line,
and that her husband never
laid a hand on her.
Anthony Kelleher told
gardaí: “I believed she had a
drink problem. Siobhán fell
down the stairs at our home.
She smokes an odd cigarette
now and again. She would
get very unsteady on her
feet… if she has a cigarette.
(Later) She fell against the
wall.”
He denied beating his wife
within an inch of her life.
Professor Stephen Cusack,
who testified he co-wrote
CUH’s policy on responding
to domestic violence said:
“All of the injuries are
consistent with a fall from a
height.”
The injuries included numerous fractures to ribs,
spine, finger, wrist and arm,
laceration to liver and bruising to buttocks, thighs,
trunk, and abrasions to her
face. Prof Cusack said he had
often seen alcoholics with
such injuries.
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Having fundamentally
changed almost every aspect
of modern life with their
innovations over the
decades, technologists are
increasingly looking to the
heavens for their next
challenge.
Unmanned aerial vehicles,
or drones, continue to
fascinate the technology
community given the growing world of possibilities
they present to consumers
and businesses.
As the burgeoning drone
scene evolves, much remains
to be done before the vehicles
reach the performance levels
consumers expect.
Two industry heavyweights have signalled their
intent to step into the breach
and improve connectivity
issues at the Mobile World
Congress with US wireless
carrier AT&T and Intel
striking up a partnership
that it is hoped will push the
boundaries of possibility by
allowing drones to travel
higher and further than
ever.
Connecting drones over a
long-term evolution network
will help address many
challenges the sector faces,
including safety and security
concerns, real-time communications and potential
interference with traditional
aircraft, the companies said
at the Intel Drone Zone in
Barcelona.
The duo’s lofty goals
include dramatically
increasing the distance
drones can travel by using
a national cellular network
as opposed to the limiting
short-range networks
currently in use, according
to AT&T internet-of-things
senior vice president Chris
Penrose.
“AT&T and Intel will be
testing how the network can
enable the most exciting
business use cases. Our
long-term evolution network
is uniquely positioned to
connect industries like
delivery, agriculture,
construction, and insurance.
“We’re using the network
to transfer important
information, images and
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video quickly and efficiently
— far beyond the boundaries
of short range connectivity,”
Mr Penrose said.
Removing those boundaries could prove to be a
major leap forward for the
industry, effectively freeing

before it can get off the
ground properly.
AT&T also plans to
analyse how drones work at
higher altitudes by monitoring functions such as video
streaming.
“Intel believes unmanned

drones to travel as far as
their batteries would allow.
Given long-distance drone
ﬂights aren’t permitted in
countries such as the US
though, the authorities will
first have to give the testphase project their blessing

aerial vehicless have great
potential, from inspections,
precision agriculture to
deliveries of consumer goods
and providing emergency
disaster relief,”
Intel new technology
group vice president, Anil

3LFWXUHV$3
Nanduri said.
The growing interaction of
drones and wearable technology was also on show at
the mobile industry expo
as Japanese electronics
company Epson unveiled its
latest Moverio smart glasses.
The Moverio BT-300 are
almost 75% lighter and
significantly smaller than
the first generation of the
product launched just five
years ago and could help
revolutionise drone ﬂights.
Working with drone
maker DJI, Epson claims its
smart glasses will make
ﬂying drones safer and
easier by giving the user a
first-person view direct from
the drone.
The glasses can also assist
the visually impaired with
their remaining sight, help
with medical procedures and
enhance experiences such as
museum tours by providing
additional information.

The motto greeting visitors
to the world’s largest mobile
exhibition in Barcelona is
another reminder, if needed,
of the central role technology now plays in our lives.
Emblazoned on banners
hung along the city’s main
thoroughfare La Rambla are
the words: “Liberty, equality, fraternity, and technology for all.”
Exalted company for a few
phones and g adgets, you
might think — except the
banners were hinting at
something much bigger.
As a product of the Age of
Enlightenment and a guiding principle of the French
Revolution, the phrase could
hardly have been more appropriate as the modern day
technology revolution continues apace.
For an industry sometimes seen as insular, inclusion has been very much to
the fore at its showpiece
event.
When Facebook’s Mark
Zuckerberg took the stage to
address attendees earlier in
the week, he had a clear
message for the major mobile players: Help those without internet connectivity before improving the lot of the
technologically well-off.
“We believe that everyone
should have access to the Internet, and it’s kind of crazy
that we’re sitting here and
4 b n p e o p l e i n t h e wo rl d
don’t,” Zuckerberg told the
audience.
It was a theme developed
by Unicef executive director
Anthony Lake in his keynote
address yesterday.
A somewhat unlikely
guest at a mobile conference,
Lake quickly showed the
true value of technological
advancement.
Mobile, he said, has helped
his organisation tackle disease, fight poverty, and even
protect children fleeing the
ravages of war.
“Mobile technology provides access to information,

opportunity, and choice for
even the most marginalised
children. Give children acc e s s t o i n fo r m at i o n a n d
they’ll be prepared to shape
the world around them,” said
the former US diplomat.
When ebola wreaked
havoc across swathes of Africa last year, Unicef was able
to issue specific, local information to communities
via mobile, in a way radio or
television couldn’t, which
helped stem the spread.
When tackling HIV in
Nigeria, the agency was able
to determine how much locals knew of the virus and
their own HIV status with
one simple question sent to
hundreds of thousands of Nigerians via its U-Report text
messaging platform, through
which it communicates with
those most in need of its help.
The same system was used
in Uganda, said Lane, when a
banana-leaf blight struck.
Even when the tide of refugees fleeing war-torn Syria
hit Europe’s shores late last
year mobile was on hand to
help.
Despite often leaving
with little more than the
clothes on their backs, the
Syrian children who Lane
encountered clutched,
almost without exception, a
mobile phone; playing games
when they could as an escape
from their har rowing
experience.
It was somewhat of a lightbulb moment that led
to “tech hubs” being introduced to refugee centres.
They gave children somewhere to charge their phones
and Unicef a vital line of
communication to their
families which it used to
warn of dangers and advise
of services along their
treacherous journey.
Vi e w e d t h r o u g h t h a t
prism, La Rambla’s banners
take on a different significance that’s a little harder to
smirk at.
Liberty, equality, fraternity, and technology for all,
indeed.

