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by Zul Othman

Rocket Man — The Definitive Hits

Elton John

e a

IN THE face of all
the tantrums,
bizarre costumes
and lavish par-
ties, it's easy to
forget that Elton
John remains one of the world’s
premiere singer/songwriters.

After listening to this collection
of 17 of his best known tunes, it’s
tempting to wonder if any of the
artists he has influenced could
ever match this multiple Grammy
Award-winner’s achievements.

Beyond the fact it features one
hit after another, Rocket Man —
The Definitive Hits is essential for
its sheer tunefulness: There'll
never be anything as heartfelt as
1971’s Tiny Dancer, as defiant as
1983's I'm Still Standing or as plain
silly as 1972's Crocodile Rock.

Given the quality on display
here, the only conclusion that can
be drawn is that John is truly the
last of his kind.
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Are You Listening?

Dolores O'Riordan

ot

FORMER Cran-
berries singer
Dolores O’ Rior-
dan has kept a
low profile since
the band split up
in 2003.

This solo debut is therefore
sure to attract some interest. After
all, The Cranberries won acclaim
early on for their ability to craft
hypnotising tunes.

Then again, O’ Riordan also
tended to leave fans boggled as to
how a wee Irish lass could resort
to yodelling to get the musical
message across, most notably on
their 1994 hit Zombie.

Not surprisingly, Are You
Listening displays many of the
O’ Riordan hallmarks.

The crunching quasi-heavy
metal riffs and over-the-top vocal
delivery are here, but as the bulk of
songs are better than average this
ends up being a minor distraction.

Welcome the Night

The Ataris

o

THEY walked out
on major label
Columbia to sign
with Britain’s
biggest indie label
Sanctuary
Records, best known as the home
of heavy metal icons Iron Maiden
and Dio.

But fears that seven-piece US
alt-rock outfit The Ataris have
morphed into a hair metal band
prove unfounded.

Instead, this fifth studio album
diverges from their earlier pop-
punk blasts in favour of trippy post-
punk structures reminiscent of Joy
Division or Slowdive.

Lead singer and songwriter Kris
Roe clearly likes to keep things
moody. But, don't let that turn you
off for there are still treats to be
had: The insistent hooks and
anthemic choruses are in the right
places so the uninitiated will still
have plenty to appreciate.
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12.00pm, 2.25, 4.50, 9.25pm
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Showtimes subject to change. For latest showtimes, log on to <www.cathay.com.sg/cineplexes>.
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Piraies of the Carribean: Af World's End

trailor launch at Cathay Cineploxes
Irgam TODAY - Enter our contest and

i & sed of Official Pasters From
the film| We've got 50 sets up for grabs.

Details st Box Office,

Corporate Sales ¢ corporate_services@cathay.com.sg.

*NO FREE LIST, (ES) English subtitle, (CS) Chinese subtitle, (ECS) English & Chinese subtitle.

(PG-Some Disturbing Scenes) (Mand) (ECS) (07620)

|"| ENTER THE DRAGONFORCE
E The band described by Metallica’s Kirk Hammett
s “the fastest guitar players I've ever seen”

are coming here for a one-night-only concert on
May 20. Famous for their hyperactive live shows,
British metal outfit DragonForce will perform at

) “F

D’Marquee @ Downtown East as part of their
l| world tour to promote the album, /nhuman
Rampage. Early bird tickets at $55 are on sale
now from Ticketcharge.

DIFFICULTY RATING; +-++-+-+

HOW TO PLAY:

The rules are easy. Fill in the grid
so that every row, every column,
and every 3x3 box contains the
digits 1 through 9.

What are your views on
Sudoku Plus? Email us at
plus@newstoday.com.sg
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