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The Cranberries, still in mourning,
return for the last time

By ASSOCIATED PRESS
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NEW YORK (AP) - Whether or not there would be a final Cranberries' album hinged on
what was on a hard drive on the other side of the world.

Last spring the surviving members of the Irish band began combing through
unfinished vocals that singer Dolores O'Riordan sent to Ireland before her death a
few months before.
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The band insisted the album be of the highest quality or they wouldn't release it. as he returns home to
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"When Dolores was doing the demos, she kind of gave that bit more and was really well’
just feeling very emotional with these songs," said Lawler. "The songs are about a R
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unable to achieve later in a studio. This time, her vocals were especially strong.

On Jan. 15, 2018, 46-year-old O'Riordan accidentally drowned in a bathtub after L°e°rk;';%;dli;?r”3ted' &
drinking in her London hotel room. Hogan said O'Riordan had turned a corner in her
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The songs on "In the End" mine a time of turmoil, with lyrics like "l wonder when | relationship work
should give in" and "l feel the storm is coming in." But they also celebrate love: "You Upset
are my everything" and "When | see your face/All of my worries dissipate." (There's

also a now-heartbreaking reference to "a hotel in London.")

"Things were looking up. That's what a lot of these songs are about," Hogan said. "If
she was still here today sitting with us, nobody would think anything else of it. You
would just think, 'These are songs about that period.' But, obviously, with everything
that's happened, it's something we'll be asked, | think, for a long, long time."

The Cranberries made a splash right from the beginning of their career, when their

1993 debut album - "Everybody Else Is Doing It, So Why Can't We?" - sold millions of
copies and produced the hit single "Linger." Other later hits included "Zombie" and

"Dreams."

Hogan recalls first realizing how special O'Riordan's voice was while recording
"Linger." Her soprano could suddenly drop and she somehow found an extra,
breathy gear at the very top of her highest note, almost a yodel.

"We're all looking at each in the room going, 'Where did that come out from?"
Because she was so small and tiny - you didn't expect that. And then she only grew
from that point on. As the years went down, she just got better and better."

Recording the new album was an emotional time for the surviving members, which
also includes Hogan's bassist brother, Mike. The band worked on the songs with their
longtime producer Stephen Street, everyone listening intensely as O'Riordan
returned to life in their headphones.

On other Cranberries albums, O'Riordan would come early to the recording studio
and lay down several guide vocals. She would then leave, letting the rest of the band
do their parts because she disliked listening to songs over and over. In the evening,
she'd return to record her vocal parts for real.

"So in that respect it was kind of the same way we'd work," said Lawler. "It's just that
in the evening time we'd be kind of waiting for her to come in and realize, 'Oh, she's
not going to come in.' So that's when it kind of hit you again."

Not having O'Riordan around to offer fresh vocals meant the band had to adapt. If
she left behind softly delivered lyrics, the band had to play softer. If an unfinished
song needed something in the middle, they had to improvise.

After the first week of work on the songs, the band took the weekend off, and
reflected on what they had done.

"That's when | thought, 'This is actually really going to work," said Hogan. "We came
back in on a Monday going, 'This is actually really, really good."

"In the End" will be the last Cranberries album, the bandmates vow. They won't look
for another lead singer. They hope they've done her justice. And they hope fans like
the last songs.

"If there's another place that she's looking down from, that's what she would really
love the most: That those songs that she spent a lot of time working on and loved
means so much to so many other people," said Hogan.

Online:

https://www.cranberries.com/

Mark Kennedy is at http://twitter.com/KennedyTwits
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FILE - This Oct. 4, 2012 file photo shows Dolores O'Riordan of the Irish rock group "The
Cranberries" performing in Barcelona, Spain. O'Riordan, who died on Jan. 15, 2018, left enough
strong vocals on the demos that the Cranberries were able to fashion them into their eighth
and final album, "In the End," out Friday. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez, File)
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This April 12, 2019 photo shows musicians Noel Hogan, left, and Fergal Lawler, of the rock
group The Cranberries, posing for a portrait in New York to promote their eighth and final
album, "In the End." (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)
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