
A furious anti-terrorism lament, ‘Zombie’ found the The Cranberries unleashing “the most aggressive song we’d written”.
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Presaged by shimmering spin-off hits ‘Dreams’ and ‘Linger’, The Cranberries’ landmark
debut album, Everybody Else Is Doing It, So Why Can’t We?, suggested its creators had
taken up the baton handed down by jangly indie-pop classicists The Smiths and The
Sundays. However, that preconception was swiftly turned on its head by ‘Zombie’, the
furious anti-terrorism lament with which the rising Irish stars trailed their second album,
1994’s No Need To Argue.

“There were a lot of bombs going off”“There were a lot of bombs going off”

‘Zombie’’s genesis is traceable to 20 March 1993, when two bombs, planted by the Irish
Republican Army, exploded in the northern English town of Warrington. The blast from
the second bomb injured dozens of people, but most cruelly claimed the lives of three-
year-old Jonathan Ball and 12-year-old Tim Parry: a twin tragedy that shocked and
appalled both the UK and Irish public.

“I remember at the time there were a lot of bombs going off in England and The Troubles
were pretty bad,” singer Dolores O’ Riordan said in a 2017 Classic Rock interview. “I
remember being on tour and in the UK at the time… and just being really sad about it.”

Deeply affected by the tragedy, O’Riordan began working on a song that reflected upon
the event. However, unlike many Cranberries tracks which sprang from group
collaboration, the formative ‘Zombie’ was composed alone by O’ Riordan during down
time from her band’s punishing tour schedule.

“The most aggressive song we’d written”“The most aggressive song we’d written”

“I wrote it initially on an acoustic guitar, late at night,” she told Classic Rock. “I remember
being in my flat, coming up with the chorus, which was catchy and anthemic. I took it into
rehearsals and picked up the electric guitar and kicked in distortion on the chorus. Even
though it was written on an acoustic, it became a bit of a rocker. ‘Zombie’ was quite
different to what we’d done before. It was the most aggressive song we’d written.”

Recorded in Dublin with producer Stephen Street manning the console, ‘Zombie’ featured
pounding drums and churning guitars, representing a radical departure from The
Cranberries’ signature sound. However, as Dolores O’ Riordan later revealed, the song’s
beefed-up alt.rock sound wasn’t an attempt to jump on the grunge bandwagon.

“It came organically, because we were using our live instruments – we were plugging in a
lot and we started to mess around with feedback and distortion,” she told Classic Rock. In
a 2012 interview with Holland’s Face Culture magazine, guitarist Noel Hogan explained
that “the heavier sound was the right thing for the song. If it was soft, it wouldn’t have
had that impact. It would stand out in the live set because of that.”

“A very human song”“A very human song”

Released as No Need To Argue’s lead single, on 19 September 1994, ‘Zombie’ was
promoted with a powerful video which also made a significant impact. Directed by Samuel
Bayer (also responsible for Nirvana’s ‘Smells Like Teen Spirit’ clip), the video was filmed
in Belfast during The Troubles, using real-life footage. Dolores O’Riordan memorably
appeared covered in gold make-up in front of a cross, alongside a group of boys covered in
silver make-up. Though banned by the BBC at the time, the clip has since become one of
rock’s most-watched music videos on YouTube, clocking up one billion views in April
2020, making The Cranberries the first Irish band to have a song reach that landmark.

At the time, O’Riordan received criticism for ‘Zombie’’s hard-hitting lyrics (“Another head
hangs lowly/A child is slowly taken”), with some detractors suggesting she was taking
sides in the Northern Irish conflict. However, as the singer pointedly observed in a 1994
interview with Vox magazine, the song was written entirely from a humanitarian point of
view.

“I don’t care whether it’s Protestant or Catholic, I care about the fact that innocent
people are being harmed,” she said. “That’s what provoked me to write the song… It
doesn’t name terrorist groups or organisations. It doesn’t take sides. It’s a very human
song.”

“Her message applies to recent attacks”“Her message applies to recent attacks”

‘Zombie’’s anti-terrorism stance struck a chord when it was first released, becoming a UK
Top 20 hit and winning the Best Song award at the 1995 MTV Europe Music Awards.
Perhaps more significantly, The Cranberries were later invited to perform ‘Zombie’
alongside Northern Irish political leaders John Hume and David Trimble at the ceremony
for the 1998 Nobel Peace Prize.

The song’s anti-violence message continues to endure. During the 90s, Dolores O’
Riordan dedicated it to citizens of Bosnia and Rwanda during live shows, while a recent
BBC article reappraising the song’s accomplishments observed that “her message applies
equally to recent attacks in Manchester, Paris and Egypt to name just three”.

Artists from right across the musical spectrum have also paid tribute to ‘Zombie’.
Eminem sampled it on his popular ‘In Your Head’ single, while US metal outfit Bad
Wolves recorded an emotive version of the track, which O’Riordan had agreed to
contribute to prior to her death in January 2018.

“When you listen to Dolores’ recordings, there is a wall of emotional vulnerability,
intensity and honesty. That transcends all genres,” Bad Wolves’ Tommy Vext told The Irish
Times in 2018.

“For me that is inspiring. That is something that every vocalist and artist should strive for,
something honest and raw and real. She masterfully did that. People still love ‘Zombie’. It
shows how masterful her craft was. It stands the test of time.”

Listen to the best of The Cranberries on Apple Music and Spotify.

ALTERNATIVE! DOLORES O'RIORDAN! HOMEPAGE FEATURED! STORY BEHIND THE SONG!

THE CRANBERRIES! ZOMBIE!

CLICK TO COMMENTCLICK TO COMMENT

The Cranberries’ ‘Zombie’ Video

Hits One Billion Views On

YouTube

‘Extras’: How The Jam Spread

Into The 1990s

A Guide To Live-Streamed Music

Events During Self-Isolation

Tori Amos Announces Virtual

Book Signing And Q&A

‘Three Little Birds’: The Story

Behind Bob Marley’s Slow-

Burning Classic

Best Liz Phair Songs: 25

Extraordinary Tracks From The

Indie Rock Pioneer

Featured Release

Work From Home Alternati…
uDiscover

1 The Less I Know The Better
Tame Impala

3:36

2 Glory Box
Portishead

5:08

3 Ophelia
The Lumineers

2:40

4 I Need Some Sleep
Eels

2:28

5 Walking On A Dream
Empire of the Sun

3:18

6 Somewhere Only We Know
Keane

3:57

The Velvet Underground: The Complete

Matrix Tapes

Alternative Features

‘Nevermind’: A Quiet Debut,‘Nevermind’: A Quiet Debut,

Then A Towering Triumph ForThen A Towering Triumph For

NirvanaNirvana

‘Urban Hymns’: The Verve Play‘Urban Hymns’: The Verve Play

To A Choir Of Ten MillionTo A Choir Of Ten Million

‘Skylarking’: How XTC’s Finest‘Skylarking’: How XTC’s Finest

Moment “Led To FirebombingMoment “Led To Firebombing

Threats”Threats”

‘World’s Strongest Man’: Gaz‘World’s Strongest Man’: Gaz

Coombes Flexes His CrrativeCoombes Flexes His Crrative

MusclesMuscles

Stream Some Indie...

So You Think You Know The Cure?

Alternative Legends

Alternative News

The Cranberries’ ‘Zombie’The Cranberries’ ‘Zombie’

Video Hits One Billion ViewsVideo Hits One Billion Views

On YouTubeOn YouTube

Tori Amos Announces VirtualTori Amos Announces Virtual

Book Signing And Q&ABook Signing And Q&A

Watch Hozier Perform ‘TheWatch Hozier Perform ‘The

Parting Glass’ On ‘The LateParting Glass’ On ‘The Late

Late Show’Late Show’

Glass Animals Release First SetGlass Animals Release First Set

Of Quarantine CoversOf Quarantine Covers

Listen To Florence + TheListen To Florence + The

Machine’s New Track, ‘Light OfMachine’s New Track, ‘Light Of

Love’Love’

“There Was A Beautiful Soul In“There Was A Beautiful Soul In

Him”: George HarrisonHim”: George Harrison

Remembered By Family AndRemembered By Family And

FriendsFriends

Pictures Of You: The StoriesPictures Of You: The Stories

Behind The Cure VideosBehind The Cure Videos

10 Poignant Amy Winehouse10 Poignant Amy Winehouse

QuotesQuotes

‘Dancing Queen’: The Floor-‘Dancing Queen’: The Floor-

Filling Legacy Of ABBA’s GreatestFilling Legacy Of ABBA’s Greatest

SongSong

NEWS FEATURES ARTISTS PLAYLISTS VIDEOS QUIZZES WIN STORE
ROCK LEGENDS THIS DAY IN MUSIC

About Us • Contributors • Terms of Service • Privacy Policy • Cookie Consent
© 2020 uDiscoverMusic

YOU MAY LIKE

DON'T MISS

HOME NEWS FEATURES ARTISTS GENRES > PLAYLISTS VIDEOS QUIZZES WIN STORE #

SUBSCRIBE TODAY SUBSCRIBE TODAY $

https://www.udiscovermusic.com/author/timpeacockusmwriter/
https://share.flipboard.com/bookmarklet/popout?v=2&title=%E2%80%98Zombie%E2%80%99%3A%20The%20Story%20Behind%20The%20Cranberries%E2%80%99%20Deathless%20Classic%20%7C%20uDiscover&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.udiscovermusic.com%2Fstories%2Fthe-cranberries-zombie-song%2F&t=1587225007537&utm_campaign=tools&utm_medium=article-share&utm_source=www.udiscovermusic.com
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/artists/the-cranberries/
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/stories/everybody-else-doing-it-cranberries/
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/stories/cranberries-dolores-oriordan/
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/stories/grunge-music-90s-rock/%5D
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/artists/nirvana/
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/artists/eminem/
https://music.apple.com/gb/playlist/the-cranberries-essentials/pl.1828a1567ef843a5ae010d34f24de11b
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4E3K9oQgvLcKEz0wgBBXxD?si=B4Ry9amDR--QJ2EOZ4R0fA
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/genre/alternative/
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/genre/dolores-oriordan/
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/genre/homepage-featured/
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/genre/story-behind-the-song/
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/genre/the-cranberries/
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/genre/zombie/
https://udiscover.lnk.to/The-Velvet-Underground-The-Complete-Matrix-Tapes
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/music-quizzes/the-cure-quiz
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/artists/blink-182
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/artists/big-country
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/artists/eels
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Udiscovermusic
https://www.twitter.com/udiscovermusic
https://instagram.com/udiscovermusic
https://www.youtube.com/user/UDiscoverMusic
https://open.spotify.com/user/udiscover
https://www.deezer.com/en/profile/342941785
https://medium.com/udiscover-music
https://flipboard.com/@uDiscoverMusic
https://newsstand.google.com/publications/CAAqBwgKMNnt_Aow8sOJAw
https://giphy.com/uDiscoverMusic
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/music/news
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/udiscover-features
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/browse-artists
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/genre/playlists
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/udiscover-videos
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/music/quizzes/
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/music/competitions
http://udiscover.lnk.to/Store
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/rocklegends/
https://www.thisdayinmusic.com/
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/about-us
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/about-us/#contributors
https://www.umusic.co.uk/terms.html
https://www.umusic.co.uk/privacy.html
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/stories/the-cranberries-zombie-song/#
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/music/news
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/udiscover-features
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/browse-artists
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/udiscover-genres
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/genre/playlists
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/udiscover-videos
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/music/quizzes/
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/music/competitions
http://udiscover.lnk.to/Store
https://www.facebook.com/Udiscovermusic
https://www.twitter.com/udiscovermusic
https://instagram.com/udiscovermusic
https://www.youtube.com/user/UDiscoverMusic
https://open.spotify.com/user/udiscover
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/

