
FILM TV MUSIC TECH THEATER REAL ESTATE AWARDS ARTISANS VIDEO VIP

HOME > DIGITAL > NEWS Apr 18, 2020 6:40am PT

The Cranberries ‘Zombie’ Anti-Violence Protest
Anthem Tops 1 Billion Views on YouTube
By Todd Spangler
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The music video for the Cranberries’ “Zombie,” the 1994 political
protest song written and sung by the late Dolores O’Riordan, has
surpassed 1 billion views on YouTube.

“Zombie” is the third video from the 1990s — and only the sixth from
the 20th century — to reach the YouTube billion-views milestone. The
others are Guns N’ Roses’ “November Rain” (1992); Nirvana’s “Smells
Like Teen Spirit” (1991); Guns N’ Roses “Sweet Child O’ Mine” (1987);
A-ha’s “Take On Me” (1985); and Queen’s “Bohemian
Rhapsody” (1975).

The Cranberries are the first Irish music group or artist to join
YouTube’s 1 billion views club. To date in 2020, “Zombie” is averaging
178,000 daily views on YouTube. For the last several months, the band
has been rallying fans to help push “Zombie” to the one-billion-views
mark on YouTube, which it finally did on April 18.

The song was written by O’Riordan as a protest song after IRA
bombings in northwest England’s Warrington in March 1993 killed two
children and injured 56 others. “Zombie,” featuring her trademark
yodel-esque vocals, was produced by longtime Cranberries
collaborator Stephen Street (The Smiths, Blur).
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“Zombie” is from the band’s second album, “No Need to Argue,” and
was released as a single in September 1994. The track was recorded at
Dublin’s Windmill Lane Studios.

The “Zombie” music video was directed by Samuel Bayer, who
previously helmed Nirvana’s “Smells Like Teen Spirit.” Bayer shot
original footage of Northern Ireland street scenes in Belfast with
children playing war games during The Troubles, including now-
famous political and historical murals. In the video, a gold-gilded
O’Riordan stands before a giant cross wearing a crown of thorns
surrounded by silver cherubs, with cutaway shots of the band
performing outdoors.

When it premiered in fall of 1994, the music video was initially banned
by the BBC over violent imagery including glimpses of children
wielding guns. The “Zombie” official video, produced in pre-HD 4:3
aspect ratio, was uploaded to YouTube in June 2009.

O’Riordan died in January 2018, after which the other members of the
Cranberries — drummer Fergal Lawler, guitarist Noel Hogan and
bassist Mike Hogan — decided to disband. At the time of her death, she
had been set to team with hard rock supergroup Bad Wolves on a
“Zombie” remake. Bad Wolves subsequently released their own cover
version and donated $250,000 from sales of the song to O’Riordan’s
family; the group’s video for “Zombie” has more than 300 million
views on YouTube.

Watch the video for the Cranberries’ “Zombie”:
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It is not just an anti IRA song it is also anit British soldiers who occupied northern Ireland against the will of
native Irish people.
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Congratulations The cranberries
Remembering Dolores.

REPLYREPLY Report comment

April 18, 2020 at 7:58 am

Broadway Star Nick Cordero to
Have Leg Amputated Due to
Coronavirus Complications

Watch Lady Gaga Lead Star-
Studded ‘The Prayer’ with Celine
Dion, John Legend and Andrea
Bocelli for ‘Together at Home’

‘One World: Together at Home’:
TV Review

H AV E  A  N E W S  T I P ?

N E W S L E T T E R S S U B S C R I B E L O G I N

U . S .  E D I T I O N  

Privacy

https://variety.com/v/film/
https://variety.com/v/tv/
https://variety.com/v/music/
https://variety.com/v/Digital
https://variety.com/v/legit
https://variety.com/v/dirt
https://variety.com/e/contenders
https://variety.com/v/artisans/
https://variety.com/videos
https://pmcvariety.wordpress.com/vip/
https://variety.com/
https://variety.com/v/digital/
https://variety.com/c/news/
https://variety.com/author/todd-spangler/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://variety.com/2020/digital/news/cranberries-zombie-1-billion-views-youtube-1234584163/&title=The%20Cranberries%20%E2%80%98Zombie%E2%80%99%20Anti-Violence%20Protest%20Anthem%20Tops%201%20Billion%20Views%20on%C2%A0YouTube&sdk=joey&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=share_button&app_id=278816682243900
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://variety.com/2020/digital/news/cranberries-zombie-1-billion-views-youtube-1234584163/&text=The%20Cranberries%20%E2%80%98Zombie%E2%80%99%20Anti-Violence%20Protest%20Anthem%20Tops%201%20Billion%20Views%20on%C2%A0YouTube&via=variety
http://www.reddit.com/submit?url=https://variety.com/2020/digital/news/cranberries-zombie-1-billion-views-youtube-1234584163/&title=The%20Cranberries%20%E2%80%98Zombie%E2%80%99%20Anti-Violence%20Protest%20Anthem%20Tops%201%20Billion%20Views%20on%C2%A0YouTube
mailto:?subject=variety%20:%20The%20Cranberries%20%E2%80%98Zombie%E2%80%99%20Anti-Violence%20Protest%20Anthem%20Tops%201%20Billion%20Views%20on%C2%A0YouTube&body=https://variety.com/2020/digital/news/cranberries-zombie-1-billion-views-youtube-1234584163/%20-%20The%20Cranberries%20%E2%80%98Zombie%E2%80%99%20Anti-Violence%20Protest%20Anthem%20Tops%201%20Billion%20Views%20on%C2%A0YouTube
https://variety.com/2020/digital/news/cranberries-zombie-1-billion-views-youtube-1234584163/#
https://variety.com/subscribe-us/?utm_source=site&utm_medium=VAR_EndArticle&utm_campaign=DualShop
https://variety.com/t/the-cranberries/
https://variety.com/t/youtube/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8SbUC-UaAxE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hTWKbfoikeg
https://variety.com/2019/digital/news/guns-n-roses-sweet-child-o-mine-1-billion-views-1203371701/
https://variety.com/2020/digital/news/a-ha-take-on-me-1-billion-youtube-views-1203507919/
https://variety.com/2019/music/news/queen-bohemian-rhapsody-video-youtube-billion-record-1203275069/
https://twitter.com/The_Cranberries/status/1179789769225723908
https://www.nytimes.com/1993/03/26/world/rage-at-ira-grows-in-england-as-second-boy-dies-from-a-bomb.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Ejga4kJUts
https://www.bbc.com/news/entertainment-arts-42702781
https://variety.com/2018/music/people-news/dolores-oriordan-the-cranberries-singer-dead-dies-died-1202664540/
https://variety.com/2018/music/news/cranberries-zombie-bad-wolves-1202854306/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9XaS93WMRQQ
https://www.indiewire.com/2020/04/the-last-dance-review-espn-michael-jordan-documentary-1202224350/
https://www.indiewire.com/2020/04/the-last-dance-review-espn-michael-jordan-documentary-1202224350/
https://www.indiewire.com/2020/04/the-last-dance-review-espn-michael-jordan-documentary-1202224350/
https://hollywoodlife.com/2020/04/19/steph-ayesha-curry-kids-canon-ryan-dance-instagram-video/
https://hollywoodlife.com/2020/04/19/steph-ayesha-curry-kids-canon-ryan-dance-instagram-video/
https://hollywoodlife.com/2020/04/19/steph-ayesha-curry-kids-canon-ryan-dance-instagram-video/
https://bgr.com/2020/04/19/coronavirus-impact-carriers-breaking-keep-americans-connected-pledge/
https://bgr.com/2020/04/19/coronavirus-impact-carriers-breaking-keep-americans-connected-pledge/
https://bgr.com/2020/04/19/coronavirus-impact-carriers-breaking-keep-americans-connected-pledge/
https://wwd.com/business-news/business-features/guccis-artlab-to-reopen-on-april-20-ahead-of-end-of-lockdown-1203564091/
https://wwd.com/business-news/business-features/guccis-artlab-to-reopen-on-april-20-ahead-of-end-of-lockdown-1203564091/
https://wwd.com/business-news/business-features/guccis-artlab-to-reopen-on-april-20-ahead-of-end-of-lockdown-1203564091/
https://spy.com/articles/gear/style/yeezy-slides-release-246588/
https://spy.com/articles/gear/style/yeezy-slides-release-246588/
https://spy.com/articles/gear/style/yeezy-slides-release-246588/
https://variety.com/variety-about-us
https://pages.email.variety.com/signup/
https://www.varietyscreeningseries.com/
https://events.variety.com/
https://varietyultimate.com/
https://www.varietyinsight.com/
https://jobs.variety.com/
https://pmc.com/terms-of-use/
https://pmc.com/privacy-policy/
https://pmc.com/privacy-policy/#california
https://variety.com/2020/digital/news/cranberries-zombie-1-billion-views-youtube-1234584163/#
https://optout.aboutads.info/?c=2&lang=EN
https://www.pmc.com/opt-out
https://variety.com/variety-magazine-subscribe/?utm_source=site&utm_medium=Footer1&utm_campaign=MagShop
https://variety.com/digital-subscriber-access/#r=/premier/
https://www.pubservice.com/subinfo.aspx?PC=VY
https://variety.com/magazine-faq
https://api.pmcdev.io/authorization/login?returnTo=https://variety-2020.pmcqa.com/vip?module&brand=variety-vip
https://variety.com/vip-subscribe/?utm_source=site&utm_medium=Footer1&utm_campaign=VIPShop
https://variety.com/vip-faq
https://variety.com/vip-variety-intelligence-platform-premium-media/
https://www.instagram.com/variety/
https://twitter.com/variety
https://www.youtube.com/user/Variety
https://www.facebook.com/Variety
https://variety.com/
https://variety.com/subscribe-us/?utm_source=site&utm_medium=Footer2&utm_campaign=DualShop
https://vip.wordpress.com/?utm_source=vip_powered_wpcom&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=VIP%20Footer%20Credit
https://variety.com/tips
https://www.abbeywealth.com/free-review-savings-outbrain/?utm_source=mar20francedesktop&utm_medium=ad1image3&obOrigUrl=true
https://t.waitloading.com/944076fc-16b8-4173-b4cf-ea5cf9d2026b?clid=$ob_click_id$&caid=00c815ff0fdf42ee2e3d0958afac1e30ac&cid=0089e2934f21031d8d87f26a3678554aee&at=%24%7Bcity%7D%24%3A+Why+Is+Everyone+Going+Crazy+Over+This+Inexpensive+Smartwatch&dt=Pouvez-vous+vraiment+obtenir+une+montre+connect%C3%A9e+haut+de+gamme+%C3%A0+bas+&pid=$publisher_id$&pn=$publisher_name$&sn=$section_name$&sid=$section_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://variety.com/www.abbeywealth.com/free-review-savings-outbrain/?utm_source=apr20francedesktop&utm_medium=ad2&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.abbeywealth.com/free-pension-review-for-british-expatriates-outbrain-02/?utm_source=mar20francedesktop&utm_medium=ad2image2&obOrigUrl=true
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N8714.1984505OUTBRAIN/B23765989.267696835;dc_trk_aid=462458251;dc_trk_cid=128546514;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.clicktraceclick.com/384fba9c-30c4-4340-b643-28cce2fb4493?sectionid=$section_id$&sectionname=$section_name$&publisherid=$publisher_id$&publishername=$publisher_name$&adtitle=Mac+Antivirus+%282019%29+-+Top+10+Most+Trusted+Antivirus+For+Mac+Users&OutbrainClickId=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
http://trk.trkmm.com/933f1517-cb47-41c6-bf4c-dc5e8b92515e?utm_source=ob&utm_campaign=2911_desk&utm_term=$section_name$&utm_content=0092ddbe5bd5b60fc776aee32a0e6f7b4d&t=$ob_click_id$&a=ob&obOrigUrl=true
http://trk.trkmm.com/790e3ce4-ce8f-4c8e-9815-09107b60f380?utm_source=ob&utm_campaign=nouvellesimagesdesktop&utm_term=$section_name$&utm_content=000034f217c91aec56aa23513c3873315f&t=$ob_click_id$&a=ob&obOrigUrl=true
http://trk.trkmm.com/933f1517-cb47-41c6-bf4c-dc5e8b92515e?utm_source=ob&utm_campaign=1810_desk&utm_term=$section_name$&utm_content=0069c4968578e7ef60f644ed49b405cb21&t=$ob_click_id$&a=ob&obOrigUrl=true
http://variety.com/2020/digital/news/cranberries-zombie-1-billion-views-youtube-1234584163/?replytocom=6256353#respond
javascript:void(0);
http://variety.com/2020/digital/news/cranberries-zombie-1-billion-views-youtube-1234584163/#comment-6256353
http://variety.com/2020/digital/news/cranberries-zombie-1-billion-views-youtube-1234584163/?replytocom=6256238#respond
javascript:void(0);
http://variety.com/2020/digital/news/cranberries-zombie-1-billion-views-youtube-1234584163/#comment-6256238
http://variety.com/2020/digital/news/cranberries-zombie-1-billion-views-youtube-1234584163/?replytocom=6256236#respond
javascript:void(0);
http://variety.com/2020/digital/news/cranberries-zombie-1-billion-views-youtube-1234584163/#comment-6256236
https://variety.com/2020/legit/news/nick-cordero-coronavirus-leg-amputated-broadway-1234584242/
https://variety.com/2020/legit/news/nick-cordero-coronavirus-leg-amputated-broadway-1234584242/
https://variety.com/2020/music/news/lady-gaga-celine-dion-andrea-bocelli-prayer-together-at-home-1234584257/
https://variety.com/2020/music/news/lady-gaga-celine-dion-andrea-bocelli-prayer-together-at-home-1234584257/
https://variety.com/2020/music/news/one-world-together-at-home-tv-review-taylor-swift-rolling-stones-lady-gaga-1234584371/
https://variety.com/2020/music/news/one-world-together-at-home-tv-review-taylor-swift-rolling-stones-lady-gaga-1234584371/
https://variety.com/tips
https://pages.email.variety.com/signup/
https://variety.com/subscribe-us/?utm_source=site&utm_medium=VAR_TopNav&utm_campaign=DualShop
https://variety.com/digital-subscriber-access/#r=/print-plus/
https://variety.com/2020/digital/news/cranberries-zombie-1-billion-views-youtube-1234584163/#
https://variety.com/



