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This was a crazy year. I was 22 and I had been singing with the
Cranberries since I was 18. Our first album had done really well – we sold
four million copies – and in 1994 we were promoting our second album,
No Need to Argue. But the beginning of that year had started badly. In
January I went skiing in Val d'Isère with the guys from the band – Noel
and Mike Hogan and Fergal Lawler – and even though I couldn't ski I just
decided to start on an advanced slope. As it was getting steeper and
steeper, and I was going faster and faster, I realised that I would have to
throw myself over to try and stop. I crashed, and the next thing I
remember is being carried down the slope on a stretcher and taken to
hospital where I had to have surgery on my leg – they put a metal rod in.

I had to do lots of physiotherapy to learn to walk again; my aim was to
walk down the aisle when I married my husband, Don, who was Duran
Duran's tour manager, by July, which I did. Despite the injury I still had to
do all the gigs we had promised, because if you sign up to do them, then
you are contractually obliged to keep going. I was in a wheelchair for
some of them. I don't know why I was wearing those high–heeled boots in
this photo taken in October – they can't have been good for me. I was
very image–conscious back then; now I'm all about comfort.

By the third Cranberries album I started to lose the plot. We'd signed up to
tour for two years straight, and I can't remember much of that time
because it was all about getting up early, working, working, working, and
then trying to catch some sleep before getting up again. I was so famous
that I couldn't leave the hotel room. I remember looking out of the window
at all these fans but just feeling so isolated.

Soon enough I hit rock bottom. I thought the best thing to do to bring me
back to reality would be to have a child, and by the time I had my first,
Taylor, when I was 25, we'd sold 35 million records as a band and I'd had
enough; I knew my sanity was more important than success.

I breast–fed and stayed at home and eventually, when I felt like going
back, I worked for a few weeks and then came home for a few weeks. I
promised myself that never again would I go off for a year at a time and
lose touch with everything that was important to me. I had my second
child, Molly, at 28 and my third, Dakota, at 31. My kids mean more to me
than anything I thought was important when I was younger.

I did a couple of solo records just for myself, for therapeutic purposes, but
now, 11 years on, we've come back together as a band to record this new
album, and it's as if we had never been apart – except now I live in
Ontario instead of Ireland and between us in the band we have had 12
children.

The Cranberries' new album, 'Roses', is out on February 13
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Dolores O'Riordan: 'I was famous but I just felt so
isolated'
Dolores O'Riordan remembers a downhill slide with the Cranberries,1994

Telegraph Culture On Twitter

Critics' choice: sign up for our free weekly email

HOME
Film
Film Reviews
Film News

Books
Book Reviews
Book Shop

Music
Music Reviews
Classical Music
Music Video

Music Festivals
Opera
Tickets

TV and Radio
TV Guide
Theatre
Theatre Reviews

Art
Dance
Dating

Culture News
Picture Galleries
Culture Video
Culture Critics

Photography
Crossword

Contact Us
Privacy and Cookies
Advertising
Fantasy Football

Announcements
Reader Prints

Follow Us

Apps

Epaper

Expat
Promotions
Subscriber
Syndication

© Copyright of Telegraph Media Group Limited 2013 Terms and Conditions Today's News Archive Style Book Weather Forecast

Dolores O'Riordan remembers a downhill slide with the Cranberries,1994  Photo: Alamy

Share 16

Facebook 5

Twitter 11

Email

LinkedIn 0

0

16 5 11 0

Join the conversation

robbiereviews (Many thanks to
@arewenotben and @MrMilktray for the
following link: soundtrack.net/movie/the-
pape…)
3 hours ago · reply · retweet · favorite

robbiereviews Re: The Paperboy
soundtrack. Here's everything I can find:
pic.twitter.com/a6QaNUQKuM
3 hours ago · reply · retweet · favorite

elliswoodman ...and delight the soul".
Truly, god preserve us.
3 hours ago · reply · retweet · favorite

elliswoodman ...Frank Gehry or Daniel
Libeskind. There should be sweeping
roofs, flowing wings, spirals and slopes,
something to catch the eye...

Privacy and cookies SubscribeRegisterLog in

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/comment/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/lifestyle/
http://fashion.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/technology/
http://dating.telegraph.co.uk/s/a/4167
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/promotions/
http://jobs.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/film/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/film/oscars/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/music/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/art/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/books/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/tvandradio/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/theatre/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/theatre/dance/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/music/opera/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/photography/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/hay-festival/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/culturevideo/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/music/rockandpopreviews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/music/rockandpopfeatures/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/music/music-news/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/music/music-festivals/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/music/classicalmusic/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/music/worldfolkandjazz/
http://tickets.telegraph.co.uk/music-tickets/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/business/pc-world-business/9912680/small-business-event.html?WT.mc_id=605554&source=TrafficDriver
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/business/pc-world-business/9912680/small-business-event.html?WT.mc_id=605554&source=TrafficDriver
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/earth/statoil/9870051/energy-bill-price-increases.html?WT.mc_id=605481&source=TrafficDriver
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/earth/statoil/9870051/energy-bill-price-increases.html?WT.mc_id=605481&source=TrafficDriver
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/health/cancer-research-uk/8794038/The-age-of-fitness-and-being-active-over-50.html?WT.mc_id=605557&source=TrafficDriver
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/health/cancer-research-uk/8794038/The-age-of-fitness-and-being-active-over-50.html?WT.mc_id=605557&source=TrafficDriver
http://www.hand-picked.telegraph.co.uk/?utm_source=tmg&utm_medium=td_su_dubai&utm_campaign=trafficdrivers
http://www.hand-picked.telegraph.co.uk/?utm_source=tmg&utm_medium=td_su_dubai&utm_campaign=trafficdrivers
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/termsandconditions
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/archive/2013-3-13.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/archive/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/topics/about-us/style-book/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/topics/weather/4142730/Weather-forecast.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/music/9064833/Dolores-ORiordan-I-was-famous-but-I-just-felt-so-isolated.html#



