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The word on the industry grapevine is that
The Rolling Stones are likely to play Dublin
as part of their 2002 World Tour.

“Details are still a bit sketchy, but
inquiries have been made vis a vis what
outdoor venues are available during the
summer,” reveals a well-placed source.
“There’s no word of the Stones going back
into the studio, so it’s likely to be a strict
‘Greatest Hits’ show.”

If you're desperate for fresh Jagger, his
Goddess In The Doorway album is released
this week and includes a duet with Bono.

EDN RELEASES

S EFDLES

2PAC: ‘Letter To My Unborn’ (Death Row)
ANASTASIA: ‘Paid My Dues’ (Epic)

ATOMIC KITTEN: ‘We Are’ (Innocent)
BABYFACE: ‘There She Goes’ (La Face / Arista)
ARTHUR BAKER: ‘Changing’ (Direction)

BLUE: ‘If You Come Back’ (Innocent)

BUSH: ‘The People That We Love’ (East West)
THE CURE: ‘Cut Here’ (Polydor)

CYPRESS HILL: ‘Low Rider’ (Columbia)
DESTINY’S CHILD: ‘Emotion’ (Columbia)
GARBAGE: ‘Cherry Lips’ (Mushroom)

MACY GRAY: ‘Sexual Revolution’ (Epic)

ED HARCOURT: ‘Apple Of My Eye’ (EMI)
HONEYZ: ‘Talk To The Hand’ (Mercury)
JAMIROQUAL: ‘You Give Me Something’ (S2)
LIBERTY: ‘Doing It’ (V2)

MIDDLE ROW: ‘Today’s The Day’ (Cooltempo)
WYCLEF JEAN: ‘Wish You Were Here’ (Columbia)
MUSE: ‘Hyper Music/Feeling Good’ (Mushroom)
NEW ORDER: ‘60 Miles An Hour’ (London)
PHATS & SMALL: ‘Change’ (Sound Design)
RIVA FEAT. DANNI MINOGUE: ‘Stringer’ (ffrr)
ROGER SANCHEZ FEAT. N'DEA: ‘You Can’t Change Me’ (Defected)
NITIN SAWHNEY: ‘Cold And Intimate’ (V2)
SPILLER: ‘Cry Baby’ (Positiva)

SPIRITUALIZED: ‘Do It All Over Again’ (Arista)

dLBLUNS

ANTI-POP CONSORTIUM: The Ends Against The Middle (Warp)
THE BEAUTIFUL SOUTH: Solid Bronze - Great Hits (Mercury)
BUSH: Golden States (Atlantic)

BUSTA RHYMES: Genesis (Arista)

CHER: Living Proof (WEA)

LLOYD COLE: ETC (Full Fill)

CREED: Weathered (Epic)

The Colombia Years

5 (Sony Jazz)

hone

ough Trade)

n)
SMASHING PUMPKINS: Gred[est Hits (Hut)

SO SOLID CREW: They Don’t Know (Independiente)
BRITNEY SPEARS: Britney (Jive)

ANGIE STONE: Mahogany Soul (RCA)

TIMBALAND & MAGOQO: Indecent Proposal (Virgin)
VARIOUS: Deep Dish: Moscow (Global Underground))
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Dolores O'Riordan of The Cranberries was hotly pursued by the Pope this week when
his holiness headhunted the singer for his Christmas show.

Dolores agreed to perform at the bash which takes place on the steps of the Vatican on
December 15th. Comments the singer: “He just wants me to sing and you can’t say no
to the Pope.”

Meanwhile, the band’s Wake Up And Smell The Coffee album is doing brisk business
in Europe with Spain, Italy, France and Denmark all welcoming it into their top 10s. The
UK has been rather less hospitable with the record stalling at number 61.

All in a good Corrs

The Corrs will headline a massive out-
door charity bash in Belfast City Centre
on November 16th.

The show, for a BBC Northern Ireland
Children In Need benefit, will be their
first live performance in the country
since their Omagh gig on the eve of the
Millenium.

which t hone |

doing peé States, with a Rolling

says

scheduled f()r early December and loads of airplay.”
Things are also going swimmingly for Gerry Owens’ mob in Spain where leading
music mag, Mondorosonoro, has hailed them as “a must-hear band”.
“The songs are emotional with a vocalist from another world,” one of their hacks
enthuses. “Interesting lyrics and dramatic in the same vein as Massive Attack or the last
Depeche Mode album.”

So, no, they haven’t been dropped!

Once you've been a Screaming Tree and a
Queen Of The Stone Age you'd think being
yourself would be a piece of piss. Let's
hope Mark Lanegan agrees.

Formerly a vocalist with both these
bands, he showcases his latest solo effort,
I'll Take Care Of You at the Half Moon
Theatre, Cork (November 24th); Whelan's,
Dublin (25th); and the Empire, Belfast
(26th). ere you belong and flex your
tatts at nefarious noiseniks, support act
Throat.

Count the Brian May bouffants at Whelan’s
on December 4th when The Almighty
scare us into snivelling submission with
the rawk ‘n" roll riffage of new album
Psycho Narco.

On the other hand, dont be such a snob.
Get down the front where you belong and
flex your tatts at nefarious noiseniks, sup-
port act Throat.

Judging by the title of G Hayes' new
EP, Work To A Calm, the first lady of folk will
soon be feeling very blissed out indeed.

Having just completed a tour with
Sparklehorse, she’s back on the road to
support Zero 7 at Wolfren Hall,
Wolverhampton (November 10th); the
Arches, Glasgow (11th) and Shepherds
Bush Empire, London (15th).

If human rights is a topic that gets you hot

under the collar, take yourself down to the
Columbia 3 Benefit concert at the Olympia

Sharon Shannon, Frances Black
1y, Liam 0 Maonlai

question “Can anyone write a protest
song?” See him play his Woody Guthrie-
esque elegies to the oppressed, the
exploited and the dispossessed at the
Cobblestone, Dublin (November 13th) and
the Lobby, Cork (14th).

Wave reviews
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Uncle Kracker is one of the Leftfleld artists unexpectedly getting airplay on Country 106.8 FM

Dublin’s first specialist radio station has provided a home for the city’s legions of fugi-

tive country fans, according to a major record company source.

Dublin’s Country 106.8FM, launched by Bertie Ahern on October 15th, is broadcast-
ing to listeners throughout the Greater Dublin area. Bob Conway, Stephen Keogh and
Gerry Wilson are among the station’s DJs. Hugh Brown, General Manager of
Programming, explained it’s creative direction to HOTPRESS.

“We want to be known as Dublin’s own brand of country music. Our aim is to be as
broad and diverse as possible. We'll do this by giving airplay to independent artists
rather than country ‘n” western bands.”

With a playlist that balances American acts such as Shania Twain with homegrown tal-
ent like Christy Moore, the station isn't taking any risks. But alternative musicians won't
be left out in the cold.

“We've been giving Ray Hood a lot of airplay and we played the Uncle Kracker single
last night,” said Brown, who cites the 600 phone requests a day as proof that the station
already has a firm fanbase.

Stephen Powers, Press and Promotions Officer at BMG, who count country-pop pun-
dits Lonestar among their acts, sees a bright future for the station.

“| was sceptical at first but now | think it's going to do really well,” he said. “Country
music fans have always had to jump from programme to programme. Now they have
finally found a home.”

mcd.ie present

Special Guest
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POINT
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£22.50/ £24.50

Northern Exposure

HotPrESS can reveal the full line-up of the three-day Enjoy Music Belfast festival, with
a different style of music being showcased each night.

On November 23rd Simon Lee from Faze Action, Glenn Gunner from Block 16 and
The Idjut Boys (all DJs from Nuphonic Records) make their decks a danger zone for the
night.

November 24th sees Embrace (above), Snow Patrol and Payola throwing their
indie rock shenanigans our way. It's a wonder Gary Lightbody gets any time to himself
these days between fronting the Patrol and Scottish supergroup The Reindeer Section.

Meanwhile, on November 25th the more worldly wise among us might like to check
out Snowboy and his seriously groovesome Latin Section.

The entire event will be held at St. George’s Market in the heart of Belfast. Tickets are
priced at £5 for each night of the event and are available at outlets across Northern
Ireland.

short cuts

The Odyssey Arena in Belfast has revealed
its New Year’s Eve line-up.

Pete Tong, Seb Fontaine and Steve
Lawler will headline the superstar jock
extravaganza in a bid to emulate the suc-
cess of last year's sell out party.

Homegrown DJs Gleave Dobbins, Phil
Johnston and Eddie Wray will also perform
at the Radio One Dance Party night with
tickets costing £38.50.

Proving that you dont need to be holed up
in a bedsit to pen ballsy acoustic ballads,
the Acoustic 4x4 Tour will showcase the
work of four Dublin-based songwriters —
Clive Barnes, Matt Lunson (above), Keith
Moss and sisters Jessie and Layla — as it
makes its way round the country in
November.

Go see them at Dolan’s Warehouse,
Limerick (November 14th); The Stables,
Mullingar (17th); The Spirit Store, Dundalk
(19th); and The Limelight, Belfast (20th).
Just don't tell them to cheer up.

cues: FEEDER

Monday 12

& Tuesday 13 Novembe

Point Theatre

£27.50/ £30.00

|.0V|N’ CRIM\NAI.S

n Frlday 21st December 2001‘
Point Theatre

www.funlovincriminals.com

£25.00/ £27.50

plus special guest STA rsailor

Wednesday 19" December
POINT THEATRE

£25.00/ £27.50

TICKETS FROM TICKETMASTER OUTLETS NATIONWIDE, 24 HRS :1890 925 100 BUY ONLINE www ticketmaster.ie (Telephone & internet bookings subject fo £2.25 up to £20.00/ 12.5% ever £20 -Agents £1.50 per ticket} )
www.mcd.ie for exclusive live entertainment, news and tickets.

ARTISTS AGAINST RACISM ‘mﬁb

eCHRISTY MOORE ¢SINEAD O’CONNOR ~ £
e AFRO CELT SOUND SYSTEM &

o JULIET TURNER eLUKA BLOOM
* MAIRE BRENNAN eKILA eFRANCES BLACK
©CORA VENUS LUNNY e METISSE

7th Dec 2001 ePoint Theatre

£35.50/ £33.00
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he Cranberries are pissed off at HOT-
PRESS. Or, at least, they're pretending
to be. Y'see, the guys in the band
seem to think that every time they
talk to this magazine Dolores gets the
bulk of the space and they’re side-lined into a box
containing a few cursory quotes. Maybe that's
why, this time round, we’ve been told we must
“talk to all of the Cranberries or no-one at all.”

Which would be fine — except that Noel Hogan
hasn’t turned up for the interview anyway! But
Dolores O'Riordan, Mike Hogan and Fergal Lawlor
have. And as they sit on a sofa near the rehearsal
space in Dolores’” home in Kilmallock, County
Limerick, they're in fine form, buzzing, blissful and
anxious as hell to tell the world about their new
album Wake Up And Smell The Coffee. But let’s
kick off by hearing them sound off about the
media tendency to focus on Dolores.

Joe Jackson: Are the guys really pissed off
at that?

Fergal: No. It is, as you say, a standard media
practice.

Dolores: Actually, to be honest, last week we
were having a few jars because of my daughter’s
christening and Mikey got a bit drunk and held
my neck up against the wall and told me he was
going to bust my ass if | kept hogging the media.
Mike: (laughs) That is true. | said ‘I've had
enough, it’s too much, | want some attention!”
That must have been traumatic for the baby.
Her first experience of the real world. Or the
world of rock ‘n’ roli!

Dolores: Fortunately, she wasn't there! But I'm
telling you, these guys do often grab me, slap me,
say (adopts Mafia voice) 'Hey, girl, you're getting
too much attention in the media’.

But is it only something that happens in
Ireland?

Fergal: It varies from country to country, maga-
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Wake
L1

DOLORES 0’RIORDAN MAY HAVE THE HIGHEST PROFILE BUT THE OTHERS ARE
ALSO HERE TO REMIND YOU THAT THE CRANBERRIES ARE A GROUP. AND WITH
THE RELEASE OF THEIR NEW ALBUM WAKE UP AND SMELL THE COFFEE, A
HAPPIER, WISER, LESS EMBATTLED GROUP THAN EVER BEFORE. “ALL YOU
NEED IS LOVE,” THEY ASSURE JOE JACKSON

call.

zine to magazine and even in terms of who does
the interviews

Mike: But people always seem to want to talk to
the singer more, in most bands.

Dolores: Plus, there’s the fact that girls are far
more attractive than boys. Boys are boring!
That's the kind of shite you gave me the
last time we talked, Dolores, where you said
sexist things like ‘all men suck’! Do you still
feel the same seven years later?

Dolores. Let me put it this way. Girls are more
psychological, they’re more analytical.

Okay, guys, defend the male of the species.
Mike: | was just listening to the Gerry Ryan show,
about women nagging. And they say it’s scientifi-
cally proven that men need to be nagged because
it keeps them going! It was the biggest load of
shite | ever heard!

Dolores: But women are good at nagging! And |
do think women are more analytical. You know
that book, by John Gray.

Not Men Are From Mars And Women Are
From Venus for Christ’s sake!

Dolores: Yeah! | read that eleven years ago,
when | was only seventeen! Before it became a
big thing! It was given to me, in San Francisco, by
one of my husband’s friends. And it helped me
realise that men and women are a different
species, you can’t debate that.

But let’s try. Guys, when you read some of
Dolores’ lyrics on the new album - one is
actually called Analyse - would you think
‘I'm too thick, too much of a man to analyse
things this way’?

Fergal: | usually relate the lyrics to my life. And
all the fans — male and female — do that as well.
They often say ‘it's as though you guys were
singing about my life’. So maybe we’re not that
different after all!l Men are more quiet, contempla-
tive, but we take it all in.

All of you in the Cranberries have gotten
married and had children in the past few
years. Though, Fergal, | know your wife is
only having her first child as we speak. But
do such experiences make the Cranberries
even more contemplative? Would you, for
example, reflect more deeply on the world
you bring a child into?

Dolores: Of course. It's the same for us as it is
for every other parent.

Fergal: It's very grounding become a parent. And
you do start thinking about the future more
because your children are going to grow up in
that world.

How does that affect your life as a rock
star?

Dolores: It makes life more difficult in the sense
that we all hate leaving our children. So that’s one
of the hardest things about doing gigs. You try to
bring the children with you but that doesn’t work.
Because when children are three or four they
make friends and form their own little secret soci-
ety and you can’t be taking them away from that

just because it suits the parents. So one of the
challenges for myself — and for the children - is
leaving. | brought Taylor, my firstborn, for a time.
I’d base him, say, in San Francisco and do gigs in
places like Santa Barbara and Arizona then fly
back to him. But that, in itself, is hard, because
I'm doing all that travelling and I’'m tired. So on
the last European tour | decided instead to fly out
from here, at about ten in the morning, get to
Shannon at noon; destination at two; hotel to
change my clothes by four; gig venue by seven;
on stage by nine; off-stage by eleven; back in a
car; back to the airport; back home here around
five in the morning. And I'd be wrecked.

And not in any great condition to be a
mother.

Dolores: Right. Because then when you wake up
you are too tired to play games, whatever.

That must have been a wake up call. As in,
‘I'm too fucked to be a parent to my child’ -
wake up and smell the coffee indeed!
Dolores: It was a “wake up call” for me! So now
| structure tours differently. But being a parent is a
case of trial and error. You have to learn how to
balance things for yourself.

Dolores, the last time we last talked, you
were insisting “I’'m mad keen to have a
baby”.

Dolores: Well, | didn't want to be some old fossil
by the time | got started!

Mike, Fergal, did similar feelings hit either
of you or did you just meet the right person
and decide to settle down?

Fergal: For everyone, after the third album, To
The Faithful Departed, things like that hit home
because we just completely exhausted and had
devoted the previous five, six years to the
Cranberries. As in, touring non-stop.

Dolores hadn’t. She said, even then, “if any-
one in the music business tries to tell me |
can’t have a child I'll kick their head in.”
Did any of you ever encounter resistance

along these lines? Let’s not forget that
Sinéad O’Connor’s record company suggest-
ed she have an abortion because they didn’t
think having a child at the time of the
release of her first album made sense.
Dolores: That's disgusting. | never heard that
story. That must have been Jake. He's a beautiful
little boy. But no | didn’t get any of that crap and
wouldn’t have put up with it either, if | had. But
then, as you say, they could see me coming and
they knew where | stood on this subject. And the
point is that | have a very different childhood from
Sinéad. | grew up very close to my mother who
taught me to be strong, proud and focused. And |
know who | am. Sinéad has more vulnerability
than | have.

But some girls in my class would say things like
‘what are you having a baby for? You're up to
thirty million albums, why don’t you go on ‘till
you sell seventy million, first’. And I'd say ‘why
should I?’ Life is about more than selling albums.
But they didn't get that. They’d say ‘she’s all
mixed up’.

Did both you guys also come to realise life
is more than just selling millions of albums?
Mike: That was part of deciding, after the third
album, that it's time to do something else,
whether that is settle down or whatever. And it
wasn't just that we'd been touring non-stop for
those five years, the fact was that friends and
families had been left behind.

Fergal: And the fun had gone out of being in a
rock band.

Mike: True. The same vibe wasn't there at all.
Dolores: And unlike other acts from Ireland, suc-
cess came quickly for the Cranberries. Our first
album sold six million copies and the second, six-
teen million. But you're young and naive and
green. And the more green you are the more a
shock it is to the system. For U2 their success,
massively, came with their third album, | think.
But at least they had time to adjust, they were




tougher, they were older. Whereas we were a
bunch of teenagers and hadn't a clue!

So did it all really end up dark and depress-
ing?

Fergal: It was great fun during the time of the
first two albums and recording the third but when
we got out on tour it all started to go wrong.
Because we basically finished the tour for No
Need To Argue, went into the studio, recorded
Faithful Departed and went out on the road with
that a few weeks later.

Who was pushing you at this level?
Dolores: Everybody around us.

Fergal: But it was us as well. You see things on
paper and you sign it and next thing, you're on
tour!

So did you all get greedy?

Dolores: No, you become a robot.

Mike: We thought that was the way things were
done, | suppose.

Who was managing you then?

Dolores: Leftbank management, a really hot-shot
LA company that manage a lot of massive acts
such as Meatloaf, Richard Marx, Luther Vandros,
Blondie. So they lined up brilliant stuff but the
schedule was gruelling.

Mike: We had a lot done before we signed with
them. We had toured the first two albums and
then said to them, in terms of the third, ‘we don't
want to tour this one’ which must have seemed
strange to a new management team.

But did anyone in the band ever say “I'm at
the fucking edge here and unless we stop
I’'m going to go over?”

Dolores: | did. And everybody declared | was
anorexic. But it was actually depression. Yet the
media love to hop on a story, make it more ‘sexy’
and marketable and anorexia was a ‘big thing’ at
the time so they said it was anorexia. | was actu-
ally clinically depressed.

For how long?

Dolores: Two or three months. And | went off to
the Carribbean for three months, basically, to get
away from the media. And stayed on one of these
tiny islands, with my husband. That was in 1996.
Why did depression hit at that point? You'd
found the man you loved.

Dolores: But when | met him all my demons
started coming out. | started talking to him and
telling him all the things that had happened to
me. Relationships that went drastically wrong.
One in particular that | really don’t want to talk

ROGER WOOLMAN
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about again. | told Don tons of things. And I'd
never really done that because | was too busy
working with the Cranberries. | didn’t have time to
talk to anybody. | was a robot, as | said. But the
breaking point really was all the attention | was
getting, from the media and otherwise.

So did you guys feel similarly disillusioned
at the time?

Fergal: Yeah. We were all totally pissed off and
introverted. Then we sat down after one of the
shows in the States and actually asked, ‘does
everyone feel the same?’ and the answer was
‘yeah’. So we said ‘then what are we doing this

because | was afraid I'd fall back into the depres-
sion. So my next big goal in life was to have a
baby. And it took me a while, actually. | wasn’t
able to conceive, at first, because | was so
stressed. When women are stressed it affects the
hormones. Then, about six months later, | was
pregnant and it was the first real joy I'd had in my
life for years. That wasn’t alcohol or something
like that. It was real. So then | became totally
pure, no drink, no nothing for nine months. | real-
ly got into the pregnancy and really sorted my
head out.

And it was a healthy baby?

Dolores: Very healthy.

So after the birth you immediately went
back on the alcohol and everything!
Dolores: (laughs) No! Not as much. Because
when you have kids you can't.

Do you smoke?

Dolores: Cigarettes? Yeah, once a week, when |
drink. But | gave up the cigarettes when | was
pregnant.

And did you guys all begin to live healthy
lives when you realised you were becoming
daddies?

Mike: We're pretty healthy anyway. We all go to
the gym and work out regularly.

So when, exactly, did the Cranberries
become clean living? Dolores, when you
said “no alcohol, no nothing” in terms of

“] never saw alcohol
as a drug but now |
see it is. At one
point, | was drinking
way too much.”

for? If the joy has gone there’s no point in going
on’.

But did any of the guys get as depressed as
Dolores was for that three months period?
Mike: Not as bad. But then, as we were saying at
the start of this interview — jokingly! — she gets
more attention than we do. Which basically
means she does more work, more interviews and
all that.

So is one of the real reasons, Dolores, that
you now have the guys beside you during
interviews, to be a form of support system?
Dolores: One of the reasons | sometimes do,
yeah. But to get back to what finally broke me, it
also was a case of, say, being in a restaurant and
trying to go to the loo and someone comes charg-
ing in, banging on the door, shouting “are you the
singer from the Cranberries?’. And, likewise,
whereas when we came home the guys could
relax, | was being chased to my house by the
media. They even chased me to the shopping
mall. Because of that anorexia story.

Were you easily able to snap out of that
depression after three months.

Dolores: | couldn’t go back to the music full-time

the pregnancy does that “nothing” mean
you were doing drugs?

Dolores: | never saw alcohol as a drug but now |
see it is. Too much of that will mess you up. And,
at one point, | was drinking way too much.
Fergal: Drink actually was our drug. We were
really fond of the oul’ liquor.

Did other drug use ever become a tendency
in the Cranberries?

Dolores: No, it was more the drink.

Mike: It was the drink. You'd get pissed most
nights.

Dolores: Then you'd wake up with panic attacks.
| used to hate it.

Panic attacks about what?

Dolores? Drinking and being in the public eye. It
was the combination of both. You get very para-
noid, You think somebody is following you all the
time. That’s what | kept thinking. | couldn’t get out
of the bed. I'd wake up and tell my husband, ‘I've
to go to the toilet’ and he’d say ‘go’. And I'd tell
him ‘no, there’s somebody out there’. And he’d
say, ‘it's all in your head!” And I'd say, ‘honestly,
there is somebody out there’. | was a mess. Really
paranoid for that three months. And you can get

panic attacks when you are on TV, on camera,
doing interviews. Because you’ve been drinking
too much and you get the shakes and you say to
yourself ‘they’re going to think I'm on drugs’. And
all you're thinking is that you'd love another
drink.
Fergal: All of that is magnified when you are in
the public eye. Though the worst that could hap-
pen to me is a terrible hangover. It never got so
bad that I'd think there was somebody outside on
the hall. Or following me. Dolores got that, we
didn't.
Who took the decision - if the decision was
taken - to stay clean in terms of drugs?
Dolores: Nobody really.
Fergal: We're all pretty sensible like that. And
you do read lots of interviews about drugs casual-
ties.
Dolores: In other bands. And crew buses are
always pretty wild. But, | think that, at the end of
the day, we knew if we started doing cocaine and
all that shit we probably wouldn’t be here today.
We’'d probably have killed ourselves.
Fergal: The reason we started off the band was-
n't to be famous. It was because of the music.
And | think if you fall into the drug trap you lose
sight of why you started - if you did start out
purely to make music. Music is the one thing that
has always kept us bound together at the centre.
All the rest, surrounding it, was just something
that had to be done to get people to hear the
music.
So have the Cranberries all rediscovered the
absolute joy in making music?
Fergal: At the start of Bury The Hatchet that start-
ed to return. That’s why we went back in the stu-
dio. We wouldn’t have done that, otherwise. We
had a break, then realised we really missed some-
thing out of our lives that had been there for
years.
You've also recently changed labels so is
this another form of war going on in the
background?
Dolores: No. It's just that MCA have taken over.
Fergal: Four or five times since we signed to
Island it’s been sold. And we lost our original
point-of-contact with the label, Denny Cordell,
who died. He was a real music-guy, great.
Dolores: And we met lots of different record
company presidents, and so on, in between. But
right now we’ve another great music-guy, Jay
Boberg, who started that label IRS, which signed
REM and acts like that. And everyone in the
record company really loves Analyse, the first sin-
gle, so we're getting great backing from MCA on
this. In fact, as we speak, Don, my husband is
over in New York meeting with those guys.
What, exactly is Don’s function with the
band?
Fergal: Part of the management. We formed our
own company.
But did Don have any musical influence on
the band. I've heard he teased you towards
heavy metal music because that’s what he
loves.
Dolores: He teased me towards the cot!
Fergal: Zombie was written before Dolores even
met Don. We all had a metal side to us.
It seemed to move to the fore when Don
came on board.
Fergal: One of the reasons for this was that we
were writing a lot of songs on the road, so they
were directly influenced by that live environment.
Dolores: You also figure out how to use your dis-
tortion pedal better as you get older! | remember
when | started with the Cranberries | saw the dis-
tortion pedal and asked Noel ‘What'’s that?’ He
showed me (imitates guitar screech) and | went
‘Jesus, Mary and Joseph!” Now | love that stuff
and just say ‘give me more distortion’.
So did Don have any musical influence on
the band at all?
Dolores: No, not really, to be honest. But he
continued on page 86 »
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would inspire lyrics and stuff.

Mike: He's into Ted Nugent, Aerosmith all that
stuff!

Dolores: And AC/DC!

And you guys can promise that there will be
no Nugent, AC/DC derived music coming
from the Cranberries.

Fegal: No fucking way will there be!

So what are the Cranberries listening to
these days?

Dolores: We all like the new Travis album.
Coldplay. The new REM album. Badly Drawn Boy.
And | like Limp Bizkit.

Tell me more about the new album: | see
you're back working with Stephen Street
who worked on the first two albums. Was
that to get the old feel back again?

Fergal: At the end of Bury The Hatchet, the guy
who was mixing it was having problems and we
suggested getting Steve in.

It was said that you, Dolores, at one point,
were at war with Stephen.

Dolores: | was talking to Stephen recently and he
said there’s a rumour that he had a fight with
Damon, from Blur. People just start these
rumours. It wasn’t that we fought with Stephen.
We just went our separate ways. Amicably. You
move on. But he was the right person to bring
back for this album. And he wanted to come back.
So we started from scratch, again, with Steve,
when it came to working on this album.

But there are quite a few mellow tracks on
this album, such as Chocolate Brown.
Dolores: | love Choclate Brown because we did it
with one microphone. | went in one morning,
thinking | was doing guide vocals - so we get the
bass drums and guitar down — and Stephen says
“actually we're going to do a take on this”. And
there was one microphone hanging in the middle
of the room and we didn’t use the 48 tracks at all.
Everything was picked up on that mic. You can
hear it. The plucking of the guitar... the drums -
which we had to keep moving back from the mic.
We loved recording that way.

In terms of lyrics, did you guys have any
input?

Mike: None.

Why? Are you dummies or what!

Mike: If | wrote something and Dolores had to
sing it, I'd find that awkward. So | never even try
to write anything. I'd like to write a song some-
time. The music but not lyrics.

Fergal: | see it that way, too. If | was a singer and
someone write lyrics for me, I'd feel strange
singing them. If they weren’t my own.

Isn’t the truth that Dolores won’t allow you
to write!

Dolores: (laughs) They can write lyrics anytime
they want. But | won't sing them! They can sing
them themselves! In fact, they all tried singing in
the studio and none of them could!

Mike: | lasted about ten seconds!

Dolores: And it's hard with Ferg because he
plays drums and finds it difficult to sing and play
at the same time. That’s why we got a backing
singer to tour with us for a while but that didn’t
work out so now we have a guy working with us
and does the really high backing vocals.

Have you, Fergal or Mike, ever read a lyric
of Dolores and said ‘l don’t want to play on
that’.

Mike: No that's never arisen.

So whatever Dolores delivers, lyrically, you
will back - in every sense?

Fergal: Yes. Because we trust her. And there is
that trust in the band. If someone is doing a guitar
part or a percussion part, the rest of us will go off
and know that when we come back it will be
done. And, at that level alone, we are really
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pleased with Wake Up And Smell The Coffee.
There are new elements involved. The
Cranberries have evolved, musically, from the first
album to this. It's not that we sit down and say
‘we have to change our sound’. It's more of an
evolutionary process. So. to answer a question
you asked earlier, we didn’t actually say that this
album has to sound like the early ones we did
with Stephen, or whatever. Because if you do that
the music is somewhat artificial. That’s another
thing | love about the new album. There is a lot of
spontaneity on it. We're just going with the flow.
Dolores, tell us about a few of the lyrics on
the new album.

Dolores: Okay, ladies and gentlemen! ‘Never
Grow Old’ is a song | wrote with no music what-
soever. | was walking outside here, with my little
baby in a pram and my son with me and | started
singing. (sings) “I have a dream/Strange it may
seem/This is my perfect day”. So | ran home and
tried to get down the chords on the piano but did-
n’t because | was distracted. The baby was crying!
So | lost it. But the next day | woke up and it came
back to me so | wrote it at the piano, then played
it with the lads.

Analyse?

Dolores: When | wrote that | was actually stuck
for lyrics. | was going (sings) “Close your
eyes/Breathe the air” (breathes in and out) look-
ing for lyrics. Then it was “We are free/We can be
wide open”. But as | was trying to think of lyrics, |
was telling myself not to analyse, just to let it
come and that became the idea of the song. And
what that song says is, basically, ‘because of you |
see beauty | didnt see before so don't analyse,
just live for the moment’. You know when you
analyse, you tend to go ‘maybe | should, maybe |
shouldn’t do this?’ and you take the spontaneity
out of it. This song is about not analysing.

And Don is the ‘you’ to whom you are
singing?

Dolores: Yes. Another song, ‘Time Is Ticking Out’,
came as a result of what we were talking about
earlier. Your changing awareness as a parent. I'd
never have written a song like this before my chil-
dren came along. But this is talking about how we
screwed up our planet, in terms of, say, pollution.
And how we sit by and let our governments do
that.

Mike: That, too, is what we mean by Wake Up
And Smell The Coffee.

Dolores: Absolutely. My husband has a house in
Canada and | spend a lot of time there. And the
Canadians are brilliant when it comes to the envi-
ronment. Incredibly strict. We're getting better in
Ireland with, for example, an organisation like
Crann. They're great in terms of preserving trees.
| just planted 300 trees and | am really getting into
environmental issues now.

But what world were you guys living on
before this that you hadn’t been aware of
such issues?

Mike: We always were aware.

Fergal: No, let’s face it. We were kind of partying
on the bus.

Some say that’s the general tendency in
rock, that as long as its participants are
happy on that “bus” they couldn’t give a
fuck about what goes on in the rest of the
world.

Fergal: Until, maybe, they do have children and
think about things like ‘what kind of world will my
baby inherit in twenty years?’ That may be what it
takes. As happened to us.

Dolores: But you do have to wake up to these
realities. | can’t believe the amount of young peo-
ple | know who have, for example, skin cancers.
So these really are issues that effect everyone.
And the songWake Up And Smell The Coffee is
about myself and becoming aware, in a general
sense along these lines. On a more personal level,
it's also about looking at the face of my daughter,
seeing myself in her and hoping she doesn’t go
through any of the sadness | went through.

Dolores: “never lose your vision of love”

She will have to go through some sadness.
Dolores: Of course. But mommies hope their
babies won't go through any sadness! Especially
little girls. But we do know that girls have to go
through more in this world, than boys.
There she goes again, guys! Ending our
interview the way it started. Wake up and
smell the coffee, Dolores! Boys go through
the same heartache girls do!
Dolores: They dont! And what part don’t you
get, Joe! We have to bear the children. Once a
month we menstruate and once a woman comes
home from work her work isn’t over, because she
still has work in the house. For a man life is also
not as crazy in terms of the hormones. So, okay,
when | look at my son, | think ‘l don’t want him to
go through’ whatever, but | honestly do believe it
is harder for little girls growing up in this world. |
honestly do. And, actually, Concept is about the
concept of love and how, no matter what life
throws at you, all you really have to hold onto is
love. And never lose your vision of love.
Mike: | do believe that is true.
Fergal: So do |. It may sound simplistic but, at
the end of the day, all you do have is love...
As John Lennon said.
Dolores: He was right. And, at this stage in our
lives, the four of us - fortunately — are in love.
And that experience is like having children, in a
way. It makes you think of the circle of life. Look
outwards. You see children being born and people
dying. And you think ‘what would | do if | lost this
person from my life? This person | love?’ Another
thing is that, obviously, everyone in the
Cranberries is getting older. We're all nearer 30
than 20 so we all are thinking about such things.
And that, too, is what this album is all about.
“When we were twenty nobody warned us

about the illnesses that can be caused by drinking
too much. But now | see a lot of my friends have
developed those illnesses. | realise, for example,
that if you go out drinking heavily your liver col-
lapses. You don't think of things like that when
you're a teenager, or 20. But you do when you're
30. And have children. Carry On, from the new
album, was actually inspired by my many friends
who are ill and | am just telling them to carry on.
Among my friends and in my family I've had an
awful lot of people die from cancer and such over
the past ten years. That, too, is why | worry about
the ozone layer. So this song is to people who are
ill. Particularly those who, maybe, have a limited
time to live. I'm really saying to them with all my
heart: Carry On.

So, as the Cranberries ‘carry on’, what's
their main goal?

Dolores: Well, getting across messages like that
to people is one of my goals.

Mike: But a more simple goal is just to enjoy
being in the Cranberries. Which, as | say, we did-
n't for a while. But right now we can’t wait to get
the album out, do the tour, play those gigs.
Because that is where it all started for us.

And there's no way the Cranberries are
going to fuck it all up at this stage in their
career, right?

Dolores: No way. Not now. Longevity is the real
challenge. To stay true to yourselves over a long
period. And stay creative, make great music and
still love what you do. At least that's how | see
things, in terms of myself and the Cranberries.
Mike: Jesus, Joe, don't give her the last word!
Again! Let me have it! §

Wake Up And Smell The Coffee is now released on
MCA/Universal Records
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HOW DO | GET THERE?

Trailfinders offer the best deals out of
Ireland (via London). Prices to Maui
start at £443 + tax (for November and
December 2001 travel), going up to
almost £700 for early next year. They
also offer deals to Hawaii with a free
stopover on the way over, and on the
way back, at major US cities.

WHEN SHOULD | GO?

SAM D
HELADA

SUBJECT:
FLACE:

The weather barely changes from sea-
son to season - average temperature
is 30°C - so anytime is good to go.
The high tourist season is over
Christmas and New Year, as people
tend to go when the weather’s at its
worst everywhere else.

WHAT CAN | GET UP TO THERE?
If you're getting bored with sitting on
the beach or lounging by the pool,

Maui

HAWAIIAN LAID-BACK PARADISE

check out the nearest activities desk.
There’s no shortage of things to do
here - most of them water-related.
You can choose from snorkelling,
whale-watching, sailing, windsurfing,
kayaking, submarines, and for the old
romantics, a sunset cruise. For the
truly adventurous, hire a Harley-
Davidson and explore the island for
yourself.

WHAT'S THE TOURISTY THING |
HAVE TO DO?

Go to a luau. The entertainment
begins at sunset and features an all-
you-can-eat buffet of traditional and
some modern foods, flower lei, open
bar and hula show - all for about $65.

WHAT SHOULD | AVOID?

If you're keen on venturing into the
water, you'll definitely want to keep a
look-out for sharks and jellyfish.

HOW MUCH TO GET TANKED?
Most bars and restaurants charge up
to $5 for beers, but the trick is to avail
of the afternoon happy hour deals
which can be found everywhere
around the island, where most prices
can go down to $2 per draught (not
quite a pint). If you're staying in one
bar for a while, why not get a few
pitchers of beer or some mai-tais

(cocktails), and sit outside and watch
the sunset?

WHAT ABOUT EATING?

As with any major tourist spot you've
got expensive themed restaurants like
Hard Rock Cafe and Bubba Gump’s
Shrimp Co., based on - you guessed it
~ Forrest Gump, where dinner for two
can set you back about $60. If you
want something authentic there's
plenty of seafood on offer, and
remember for the price you're paying,
the portions are huge! However, the
undiscovered treasure of Maui has to
be The Hot Tomato in Lahaina, where
you can get a pizza and a pitcher of
their best micro-brewed beer for only
$12.95!

WHERE CAN | STAY?

If you want postcard-perfect Hawaii,
you've got to stay on the west side of
the island. There are miles of golden
beaches, palm trees and top class
hotels and resorts. Also located here
is Lahaina, the former capital of royal
Hawaii. The tourist strip along the
waterfront is filled with shops, art
galleries, and restaurants. Hotel
rooms here can be found for under
$100 per night for 2 people sharing,
with a lot of places offering one
night’s stay free, for bookings over

five nights.

WHAT SHOULD | GET TO BRING
HOME?

You can’t go to Hawaii without bri
ing home an authentic Hawaiian shirt
(or a sarong for the ladies). But the
multi-coloured, flower-patterned,
XXXL shirt that everyone is wearing
in Maui, might look a tad out of place
on a Saturday night down in your
local.

WHY SHOULD | GO?
Because it's paradise on earth and
you may never want to come home!

WHY SHOULD I NOT GO?

If you don't like long flights, maybe
the beaches of the Mediterranean
might be more to your liking. Hawaii
is located almost half-way between
America and Japan, so even if you
leave from, say, California you've got
a five or six-hour flight ahead of you.

WHAT’'S MY CHALLENGE?

Learn some Hawaiian. Start off with
some easy phrases like Aloha (hello)
and Mahalo (good-bye and thank
you). Next, try to pronounce place-
names, without the locals laughing in
your face.

Amy McBride
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