0 1992

‘MAK=R

RROW’S MUSIC 'I'OD

ISSN 0025-901¢2

N

NICK CAVE # THE ORB # FLEADH FESTIVAL

Xy e et S L TR




T © MELODY MAKER, June 20.1992

The Pogues

FLEADH FESTIVAL
FINSBURY PARK, LONDON
| FIRSTthings first and all that. It looked ominous, sure, butno, it
8 didnotrain. And thatwas the bit. And soto something
© verydifferent. This is the bill from hell, the scene that would
| celebrate tself if only it knew how. Fleadh. God, even the word
ifself sounds horrible. This is our day outin the fields and we're
. here, apparently, to celebrate lots of cultural bits and pieces
* and o have some fun. But what exactly are we celebrating?
" And for whom? And, erm, why? Well, it's ourselves, of course.
Solet's justhave another drink, then.
There was a sort of music too, you know. THE PRAYER BOAT

did some old Waterboys s (1 think) and are still looking for
the big music. Funnily enov.;s.;g, I know someone who found it.
messssesss  And it wasn't really thatgood. Sowe
‘Butwhmexucﬂy are head for the traditional tent and find
: ARCADY being nice traditional-folk
we celebrating? And - people. They don‘thave an American
tinge either and they’re cool as little
forwhom? And, erm, gymmer breezes.
7 ANDY WHITE has some backing singers
why? Well it's s crhopup anddovnabi. Bitemo
can’ttake away sas
ourseves,of course. i?u,, beautifulas “4ix Sring Sheet”. Or
Solet'sjusthave ~ asfunny as “Looking For James Joyce's
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minutes or so. The Cranberries are soft and gentle and lovely and guitars and the sun stays out. Metaphorically. And then |
nice and a breath of perfume ina piss-ﬁlled%ild. Somerealsongs | SOMETHING HAPPENS come on. 1
atlast. Some very real beauty. Passion. They do “Linger” and Andthen it's back fo the big field. “We're us, ye must be ye,”
“Liar” and “I Still Can’t Recognise The Way | Feel” and “Dreams” announce THE SAWDOCTORS, cheekily. A very typical
and hey, the sun is out and the people in those green and white Sawdoctors moment that, but | guess you had to be there. They
hooped shirts have all gone away. Almost.
A muddy walk away, ANDREW STRONG asks us if we're having
agood fime. Tongue in cheek, | bet. Strong is the fatboy soul singer
's beenin "?'ge Commitments” and he does lots of songs that
other people used to sing. “Does anyone here like Al Green?” he
_ SEAST S T _ asks. Of course. But not like
' ; | this. Meanwhile, backin the
groovyfield, THE SULTANS OF
PING FC have glamour, sex,
ards of stage, the most perfect
¥ frontman in the world, a trough
8 filled with abuse and
¥ make utter sense, The Sultans
8 know things. Like that Fleadh is
" bollocks anyway. Butthat
" they're still all that matters,
| “Kick Me With Your Leather
 Boots” and “Give Him ABall
| AndA Yard Of Grass” and,
! naturally, “Where's Me
. Jumper?” have the little field
8 tide up in all kinds of big bright
" beams. Thrills, spills, buzzsaw

: , Grave”. ButAndy White s lost out of
another drink, then”  doors. And he knows that. THE FOUR OF
Em— US pop up next so we wander off, past

THE CHIEFTAINS and their seven creamy pints on Ihelrazand
getsome TOMMY MAKEM. Tommy Maken is Jesus, the kid

who taught Bob Dylan all about being cool. He even keeps his
anorak on foday. “Gentle Annie” almost has us in tears and he
does “With An Inting Of An Inting Of An Aye Do, With An Inting
Of An Infing Of An Aye Day” to keep us happy. Oh, the ways
on which we were reared, eh? This was like going to Mass.

THE STUNNING weren't particularly stunning. Or anything.
And BOB GELDOF & HIS HAPPY CLUBSTERS were, essentially,
no more than a disgrace. And then TOASTED HERETIC come on
and we've been saved from the noose. Julian hknows
thatall this is nothing more than one big game. His big game.
Thisis his day, his stage, his kids. One day the world might be

The Sawdactors
his too. And then THE CRANBERRIES come on and | swear that
some kind of warm cloud came and hung over us for 40
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walk that wobblesome plank between solid ground ironies
and the slurry pit. Andlﬁe)/re covered in muck. They have, of
course, a cerfain pathefic quality about them. They have, in
fact, loodsofpmmicquuliﬁes about them. But God, whata
pervy place rural Ireland must be, eh? All of those dead feek
16-year-old schoolgirls on
tractors, p :l?:thchqy inred
Cortinas, a wrapping
and stuff. Maybewe‘veaﬂgeen
missing out on something. The
song:gon‘treuliy matter much.
“Twenty Five Quid”, “Irish
Post”, “Red Cortina”? The sound
of nothing.

THE POGUES, then, are up
¥ against itall. They sound fired
1 and cold and wish, | guess, that
they were somewhere else. The
kids, see, don'treally care.
They’ve had their common touch
bile and they’ve taken the easy
pieces. I's “| Useta Love Her"
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loads of fun. And drank lots.
And got covered in muck. Oh,
S and celebrated little bits of

M Ireland too, of course. Musin't
forget that, On the bus home | |
metan old friend who's gota
nice job and an apartment and i
likes The Sawdoctors. He asked '
me if any of my heroes were ‘
Irish. Ireplied, “No”. And then|
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ONE PIECE OF
PLASTIC YOU WON'T
FIND ANY OTHER
BANK OFFERING YOU.

vouchers worth £15. Of course you also get the usual

If you open an Abbey National Current Account

and you're between 16 and 20, we'll steer you to a plastic like our Abbeylink card, for emergency stops

free driving lesson with BSM. We’ll also give you at our many cash machines. So get yourself into gear.

25% off five more. Or, if you've passed your Get down to your local Abbey National branch

ABBEY
NATIONAL

Start the habit of a lifetime.

‘OR, IN THE CASE OF NORTHERN IRELAND RESIDENTS, PARTICIPATING INSTRUCTORS BELONGING TO THE NORTHERN IRELAND APPROVED DRIVING INSTRUCTORS ASSOCIATION. OFFER RUNS 1/6/92-30/8/92.
INITIAL DEPOSIT OF £20 AND SALARY/GRANT MANDATE REQUIRED. FOR TERMS AND CONDITIONS SEE LEAFLET IN BRANCH. ABBEY NATIONAL PLC, ABBEY HOUSE, BAKER ST., LONDON NW1 6XL

test, congratulations, we’ll pass on petrol before the end of September.
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