


MELODY MAKER, October 3 1992 2  S

Metropolis Music & SJM Concerts by arrangement with Chapter 22 Management Presents

OCT 8TH,15TH,221\ID,29TH ADM £5

FOUR TH URSDAYS FROM

N A N  V ERN O N
A D M  £ 6W E D  9T H  OCT

PO P W ILL  GAT ITSGLF
(The Little Big Band)

S e n d  D e m o  T a p e s  to  
Mick Bowles at this address:

24-28a HIGH STREET. HARLESDEN. LONDON NW10
Credit Card Bookings/Enquiries: 081 963 0940

❖  Panic Beach 
* Korova Milk Bar

( L O N D O N  O N L Y )

OCTOBER 1992 Riverside Promotions Presents 
S U N D A Y  1 8TH  7:30P M

NEWCASTLE MAYFAIR
ickets £7.00 Adv from Box Office 091 232 3109 

Credit Cord Hotline 091261 4386.

*  SATURDAY 10TH  6 .3 0 P M
LONDON  

BRIXTON ACADEMY
Tickets £8.50 Adv from Box Office 071 326 1022, 

Creait Cord Hotline 071 287 0932, Stargreen 071 734 
8932, Premier 071 240 0771, Ticketmaster 071 379 

4444. LIB 071 439 337!, T&C Station 071 284 1221. 
Albemarle 071 580 3141. Rough Trade Records (Talbot 

Rd, Neals Yard), Rhythm Records.

#  S U N D A Y  1 1TH 7 .3 0 P M

NEWPORT CENTRE
Tickets £8.00 Adv from Box Office 0633 842154, 

ipillers (Cardiff), Our Price (Bristol), Concert Travel (Devon).

*  FRIDAY 2 N D  7 .3 0 P M
GLASGOW BARROWLANDS

Riverside Promotions Presents 
M O N D A Y  19TH  7 .3 0 P M
MIDDLESBOROUGH 

TOW N HALL
ickets £7.00 Adv from Box Office 0642 245432 

Credit Cord Hotline 091 261 4386

F SATURDAY 3RD 7 .3 0 P M

LIVERPOOL ROYAL COURT

4 *  W E D N E S D A Y  21 ST 7 .30P M
MANCHESTER ACADEMY

Tickets £7.50 Adv from Piccadilly Box Office 
061 839 0898, HMV & Students Union.

*  M O N D A Y  5TH  8 .0 0 P M
NOTTINGHAM ROCK CITY

Tickets £7.50 Adv from Box Office 0602 412544, 
Iredit Card Hotline 0602 483456 ond usual ticket outlets

M O N  1 2TH  & TUE 1 3TH  7 .3 0 P M
*  WOLVERHAMPTON 

CIVIC CENTRE
Tickets £8.00 Adv from Box Office 0902 312030 

Birmingham Odeo.n 021 643 6103, Mike Lloyd Mega 
TUESDAY 6TH  7 .3 0 P M  Stores, Tempest Records 021 236 9170, Poster-Place 020

CAMBRIDGE CORN 226176, Way Aheoc Records 0602 414212,
EXCHANGE Ticket Shop & Stratford Ticket Shop.

Tickets £7 50 Adv from Box Office 0223 357851 THURSDAY 1 5TH  7 .3 0 P M
HULL UNIVERSITY

W E D N E S D A Y  7TH  7 .3 0 P M  T aets £7.50 Adv from Students Union. Gough & Davy,
NORWICH U E A Off Beat & Sydney (Scarborough).

Tickets £7.50 Adv from Box Office 0603 505401, *8“ FRIDAY 1 6T H  7  30P M
Ancy s HMV, Oyr Pflce & See These. LEICESTER DE MONTFORT

Ik Ickets £7.50 Adv from Box Office 0533 544444
*  THURSDAY 8TH 7 .3 0 P M
PORTSMOUTH GUILDHALL *  SATURDAY 1 7T H  7 .3 0 P M

Tickets £8.00 Adv from Box Office 0705 824355, SHEFFIELD OCTAGON
Grays Travel (Petersfield), Cooks Coaches (Chichester), T,ckets £7 50 Adv from Box office 0742 753300, HMV,

Happy Daze (Newport). Warp, Record Collector & Sheffield Polytechnic S.U.

New LP, CD, MC. "THE LOOKS OR THE LIFESTYLE" Available From

INFO. LINE FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS
H Q Q Q  Q R A 7 Q H  FRI 9 0CT £5.00 a d v  f r i  23 o c t  ee.oo a d v

a o o /y u  th e  en d  s o u l  a s y l u m
FRI 16 OCT £7.00 ADV MON 26 OCT £7.00 ADV

? A S ’w 1 L L B E DIESEL PARK WEST THE SCREAMING JETS
CHA RGE D AT 3 6 P TUES 20 OCT £7.00 ADV FR! 30 OCT £7.00 ADV
PEP, MINUTE CHEAP THE CHILLS STEREO MC’S
R A T E .  4 oP A L L  THU 22 OCT £5.00 DRS SAT 31 OCT £6.00 ADV 
O T H E R  T I M E S  KITE ROSETTA STONE_______

-  WE 
CHERPXS

*  THURSDAY 2 2 N D  7 .3 0 P M

LEEDS UNIVERSITY
Tickets £7.50 Adv from Students Union & Crash Records.

SEPTEMBER
30TH - THE WHEATSHEAF - STOKE

OCTOBER
2ND- MEAN FIDDLER - LONDON 

6TH- PSYCHIC PIG - TROWBRIDGE 
7TH- LIVERPOOL UNIVERSITY 

8TH- LEICESTER POLY 
9TH- BRISTOL POLY 
13TH- LEEDS POLY 

14TH- MANCHESTER BOARDWALK 
15TH- LOUGHBOROUGH UNIVERSITY 

17TH- EGHAM ROYAL - HOLLOWAY

FRIDAY 2 3 R D  7 .3 0 P M
HANLEY VICTORIA HALL
ckets £7.50 Adv. Credit Card Hotline 0782 712500, 

Mike Lloyd Music Stores (Hanley, Newcastle & 
Wolverhampton), Lotus Records (Stafford).

PAST, PRESENT + FUTURE COLLIDE AT

fc TUESDAY 2 7 T H  7 .3 0 P M
EXETER UNIVERSITY

Tickets £7.50 Adv from Students Union 0392 263540, 
HMV 0392 420190 (Exeter), Rival (Plymouth), Sounds 

(Torbay); Hendersons (Exeter), Second Spin (Barnstaple), 
Studio Computers (Exeter).

PraDEfW-v.2.0.™
CONTINUING THE LIVE DANCE ~  ^  /N

EXPERIENCE WITH A SYNERGY j j  /  f t  f t  f t H  ̂

BETWEEN THE MOST [ S j - i L ^  H
PROGRESSIVE LIVE ACTS + THE jm m d  U J

FINEST DJ MIXERS I  A  i  1/ vJUUlJl ̂

ktefrosods Music presents

Tuesday 17th November

TOWN &  
COUNTRY

' £8.00 Adv Doors 7.30pm
Bov Office C71 284 0303 

Cietsl Card Hafirs C7‘ 287 0532 
$ta#ee?iQ7‘ 734 8032 

Premier C~' 240 r * -  

Tckeimas-e' 07: 3754444 

LT8 CO 43.9 23“* "EC Staler 284 '22' 
Aijem&'ieOTi 580 3UC Rough Pa® Records 

fafcc' Rd, N&ars Ys'C.; Roythm Records

Wetropclrs Ntesic Presents

T H E  F U M I N G  L I P S
Wednesday 14th October s.oopm

| 1 UNDERWORLD
1 7 4  C A M D E N  H I G H  S T .  M W !

; Trckets £ 5 .5 0  A d v  From  8 .0 ,  071 4 8 2  2 0 4 5 , C red it C#rcfs 07 I 2 07  0 9 3 2 . 
S ta rg reen  07  1 734 8 9 3 2 , P rem ie r 0? 1 2 4 0  0 7 7 1 , T icke tm a s te r 077  3 79  4 4 4 4  

LTB 071 4 39  3 3 7 1 , T&C S ta tio n  071 2 8 4  1221, A lb e m a rle  07T 5 8 0  3141

Metropolis Music Presents

L f f t o / i h e a c f s
PiUS |? /iW l M l^iK  a n d T U M B L E  W E E P

Thursday 15th  
>!5 TO#?l/l

1 5 7  C h a r i n g  C r o s s  R d ,  L o n d o n  W C 1
Tickets £6,50 Adv From 8 .0 , 071 434 0403, Credit Cards 071 2 8 7  0932. 

Stargreen 071 734 8932, Premier 071 2 4 0  0771 , Ticketmaster 071 3 7 9  4444  
LTB 071 4 3 9 3 3 7 1 , T&C Station 071 284  1221, Albemarle 071 58 0  3141

M etropo lis Music presentsmeaca e a c
MANIFESTO
Thursday 22nd October

U N IV ER SITY  OF LO NDO N
7.30pm Tickets £6.00 Adv From B .0 .071 323 5481. Credit Cards 071 287 0932. Stargreen 071 734 8932 

Premier 071 2401771, Ticketmaster 071 379 4444. LTB 071 4393371. TSC Station 071 2841221 
Rough Trade Records (Talbot Rd. Neals Yard),Rhythm Records.

105 CHARING CROSS ROAD LONDON WC2
r ° C T .inTHU T H E  C R A N B E R R IE S "
L £5.00 DRS TH E  A U TEU R S

at 261 Brixton Road, Brixton .The Old White Horse

FRIDAY OCTOBER 2 9pm-1,00am  
SWERVE +  Thrash The Rabbit +  Downspin

oct.2.FRI THE CHROME SLUG
^  £ 5 .0 0  W IT H O U T  SWANK / MONDO TRASH

0CTJ J £ l THE PHANTOM CHORDS
^  £6.0QDRS JESSE HECTOR & THE SOUND

r ^ r ^ ~ r  a r u  i m  C a n a d i a n  i n d i e  r e l e a s e  p a r t yOUT .4. SUN SPIRAL HASQNATION / BOX MEAT REVOLUTION
„  £5.00 DRS

oct-5-mon KONCRETE GERBIL-EXILE
£3.00 DRS STORM / SCANXION___________

°^ E 5  oo d r !  h o n e y c h i l d
________THE BIG TRUTH BAND / HURRAH!

0CT-7nWED T H E  c a n d y s k i n s
£5.00 ADV S T A R E  / S T A R C L U B

W O L F S B A N E
^ £8.00DRS N E W  E N G L A N D  / S O N S  O F  E D E N

SATURDAY OCTOBER 3 9pm-midnight 
DEVOLUTION + The Cages

FRIDAY OCTOBER 9 9pm-1.00am  
F1BREHEAD + T1000 +  More Money Than God

SATURDAY OCTOBER 109pm-midnight 
AMAZING WINDMILLS + Bluff 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Band Bookings. Tel: 081-6591396

on D E R W O R L> D
174 CAMDEN HIGH STREET. NW1

OPPOSITE CAMDEN UNDERGROUND STATION (NORTHERN LINE)
DOORS 8PM TICKETS £5.50 ADVANCE
AVAILABLE FROM USUAL AGENTS IN^O LINE 071 482 1932

!A HfUSE
"DARLING BUDS
p _ _  B R I A NI THURSDAY 15TH OCTOBER |
S  D O O R S  7 . 3 0 P M  , T I C K E T S  £ 6 . 0 0  A D V A N C E  ijj:
E  B OX  O F F IC E  : 0 7 1* 32 3  5481  / S T A R G R E E N  ; 071 73 4  8 9 32  T:
N  R O U G H T R A D E :  0 7 1  2 4 0  0 1 0 5  & 0 7 1  2 2 9  8 5 4 1
T  P R E M I E R  :^07-1 2 4 0  0 7 7 1  / T & C  S T A T I O N  : 07 1  2 8 4  1 2 2 . 1 ^

^ iU U M U H f i l l  SPONSORED BY THE NATIONAL WESTMINSTER B

Metropolis Music present

: ' - r  -

W '  ^  (LONDON 0*1 LY)
SATURDAY 10TH OCTOBER SATURDAY 17TH OCTOBER

W O L V E R H A M P T O N  S O U T H A M P T O N !
W U L P R U N  H A L L  U N IV E R S IT Y  S.U»

£8 Adv. Doors TjSbpm. Box OfffM 0902 312030 £6 A ^  l^ r s  7.30pm. Box Office 0703 5 ^22
Bfrmfr^tam om *  m  643 6103, Mike Lfoyd Mega Stores HMV- Underground and usual agents.
TempestRecoî 0̂ 2W9170,P ^ g r ^ » 0 M 3  22617̂  SUNDAY 1 8TH OCTOBER

w^Anead Re«5fds 06^?414212 -  i  r i K i n r u i
Tick^|hop & Stratford TfcMiShop.

Tl IF^FIAY doTu ni^TGlRFR T O W N  &  C O  U N  I h Y s
H r :  - - . 1 . E R  £7 Adv Doom 7.30pm Box Office 071 284 030&E X E Tm R  U N IV E R S IT Y  credit Card Hotline 071 287 0932, Stargreen 071 73*18932 

£6 Adv. Doors 7.30$n. Tickets: StudertttiUnion 0392 2635#

nenoerson | ĵ e ^ ^ n q s > ^ B a rn 3 ta p ie )  (Talbot Rd, Neals Yard), Rhythm Records

FRIDAY 16TH OCTOBER ^ WEDNESDAY 21 ST O C ToifeR
B R IS T O L  U N IV E R S IT Y  S . l l  S H E F F IE L D  U N IV E R S IT Y

£6 Adv. Doors 7̂ Qjpm. Box Office 0272 735035 : £6 Adv Doors 7.30pm. Tickets: Finance Office 0742 72&076
Our Price (Broadmead),Credit Card Hottne 0272 299008 HMV HlghiSt 0742 739 738, HMV Pinstone St. 0742 75ii:445 

Booking Now (Bath) 0225 448265 • i Record e lector 0742668493, Warp Records 0742 7651585
Revolver Records, Replay Records & Rival Records folytech Finance Office 0742 738 934

The New Single "ONCE AGAIN" Released 28th September

plus special guest

dcBASEHEAD

AND
F r id a y  © t h  O c t o b e r  wn«aspeciaipebr3rmanc£bv |

HI ST 8 l"f lE R l"j|
THE GRAND

671738 8000 Cretfit M  HotitB«081 m  QsH - 
Our Fries (Ctaphsm), Stsrgreeit 67173* 9332 and usual agents.

maRquee
OPEN EVERY NIGHT 
L I C E N S E D  B A R S  
T P M  T I L L  1 2 A M

o T l  ’/ s f ' 5 ? 0 3

1 1 !S 11 i l l

-------- —j T b  ' — —  24hr CREDIT CARD HOTLINE
7 VCtCl=Tfr£iAS7T=fa HOW BOOKING071-4131453

OCTOBER ‘ 16 EARTHA KITT AND INK 2-4/10-20 CLIFF RICHARD
CLIFF RICHARD UK TOUR SPOTS 4-5 JULIAN COPE

1 JACK DEJOHNETTE’S 17-18 HAPPY MONDAYS 5 TAKE THAT
SPECIAL EDITION 18 CUD 6 R0CKINGBIRDS

2 EMERSON, UKEAND 19 WASP 6-8 GENESIS
PALMER 20 THEQUIREB0YS 7 NINA SIMONE

2 INCOGNITO 21 UGLY KID JOE 8 JONES GIRLS
2 EMF 22 THE CHRISTIANS 8 REGINA BELLE/
3 BOB GELD0F 22 MEAT BEAT MANIFESTO SOUL TO JAZZ
3 NEVILLE BROTHERS 22 MUDH0NEY 12 THE TEMPTATIONS
4 THE ADDICTS 23 THE ORB 12 CHUMBAWAMBA
4 A TRIBUTE TO THE 24 DANIEL O’DONNELL 14 SPEAR OF DESTINY

CARPENTERS 24 SAW DOCTORS 14 MINISTRY
4 FOUTS’ONG 24-25 METALUCA 15 M0T0RHEAD

4-5 GARY MOORE 25 GENE PITNEY 17 DISPOSABLE HEROES OF
6 KDLANG 25 JOANARMATRADIN6 HIP0PRISY

6-7 STRAY CATS 27-28 GEORGE BENSON 17-18 ROBERT PALMER
8 CROSBY STILLS AND NASH 28 THE BRECKER BROTHERS 17-18 ROBERT CRAY AND BB KING
8 SUICIDAL TENDENCIES 28 FATS DOMINO 19 SHAKESPEARES SISTER
8 THROWING MUSES 28 NEW FAST AUTOMATIC 20 CHUCK BERRY

8-9 THESHAMEN DAFFODILS 20 DRPHIBES
9 FRANK AND WALTERS 29 MEREDITH MONK VOCAL 20 H0USE0FL0VE
9 SNAP ENSEMBLE 21 GALLIANO

10 E.L.0, PART 2 29 SULTANS OF PING FC 21 PAULANKA
10 POP WILL EAT ITSELF 30 INSPIRAL CARPETS 21-23 SIMPLY RED
10 JOE ELY 30 MANHATTAN TRANSFER 22 CHARLIE PRIDE
11 ROGER WHITTAKER 30-31 GEORGE CLINTON & 24 BEAUTIFUL SOUTH
12 CURTIS STEIGER P-FUNK STARS 26 MAJOR ROAD/
12 BALANESCU QUARTET 31 TOM JONES BIRTWHISTLE’S BOW
13 MARTIN STEPHENSON & 31 N-J0I AND GUESTS DOWN

THE0AINTE 31 AL JARREAU WITH JOE 26-27 FAITH NO MORE
13 BLUE OYSTER CLUB SAMPLE 27-29 CLIFF RICHARD

13- 14 THUNDER 31 SM0KEY ROBINSON 28 THE BLACK CROWES
14- 15 AUSTRALIAN DOORS 29 NEILSEDAKA

15 DON PULLEN TRIO & NOVEMBER 29-30 SIMPLY RED
GIUFFE/BLEY/SWALLOW THE JOHN SCOFIELD TOUR 29 RICHARD MARX

15 LEMONHEADS 1 MELISSA ETHERIDGE 30 SPYROGYRA/DIANE
16 FAIRYTALES 2-4 GENESIS SCHUUR/T0M SCOTT

TICKETS ALSO AVAILABLE FROM THE LONDON TOURIST BOARD AND HARR0DS.
CONCERTLINE 0891600 377 24 hr up-to-the-minute information. Calls charged at 36p per minute cheap rate, 48p per 

minute at all other times.
Also booking for BUDDY, RETURN TO THE FORBIDDEN PLANET, FROM A JACK TO A KING and the spectacular musical—  

_________________________KISS OFTHE SFI0ERW0MAN at the Shaftesbury Theatre. ___________________

S A T U R D A Y  1 QTH O C T O B E R





frontlashes and backlashes 
and Kafkaesque management 
disasters, have they put 
together such a stunning debut 
album? Huh? Well?
Things being what they are, 

though, what with the morning 
sun battering hard through the 
window, this roughly translates 
as: so, yeah, urn, what 
happened?
"W e've introduced ourselves 

now," says Dolores. "People 
know who we are. And the 
people who bought our EP are 
still out there. So it's not as if 
we're starting again. But, yes, it 
is kinda like a clean slate, 
because our old manager's 
gone now, and we're in 
control. And we're en joying it 
more than we ever did."
Good to hear it. W e ll be back 

after a quick history lesson. Pay 
attention at the back.

'Just because 
every second word 
isn'tP** and every 

song isn't about 
sexual intercourse, 

people thinkrfs 
innocent'
-Dolores

A R O U N D th is tim e la s t 
year, give or take a month, one 
of those rare demo tapes -  one 
with half a clue and a w hiff of 
the unique about it -  clattered 
into our in-trays. The band in 
question were a four-piece from 
Limerick or thereabouts, were 
slightly folky but mostly not, and 
were fronted by a voice of truly 
astonishing range and gentle 
power. That band were, and 
indeed are. The Cranberries. 
Hurrah, we all said.
Then weird stuff started 

happen i ng. Everywhere you 
looked, headlines shrieked and 
cynics whispered about hype, 
me Cranberries were another 
garden path, a w ild goose, a 
shining wedge of fools' gold. 
Another music press scam, in 
other words (see also The Sex 
Pistols, Joy Division, The Smiths, 
The Sugarcubes, The Sundays, 
Ride, Curve, Lush, Suede-we 
are terrible, aren't we?). 
Standard enough talk, of 
course, but the odd thing was 
that there wasn'tany hype. Not 
any more than usual, anyway. 
Cue 'Tw ilight Zone" theme 
music.
But before anyone had worked 

that one out, it got odder still.
The band, having been 
snapped up by a perspicacious 
Island, released their first sinqle, 
the aforementioned 
"Uncertain" EP. Kinder souls 
called it disappointing. 
Whatever it was, the band had 
been heisted and replaced with 
a clueless notion of 
contemporaneity, all shuffling 
drums and fashionable guitars. 
In a muddy mix, Dolores' voice 
sounded more drowning than 
wavering and, naturellement, 
we, the gentlefolk of the fourth 
estate, did little to help. Wince-

inducing interview after 
cringeworthy feature painted a 
picture of a band of four 
pristine, untainted, awestruck 
country souls, standing welly- 
deep in peat and creating the 
music of the Gods in between 
saying their rosaries and 
worrying the local sheep. W e 
only really lacked for some 
enterprising photographer to 
set fi re to a bush outside 
Dolores' fam ily home to 
complete the stitch-up.
Then they disappeared, and 

everyone kind of lost interest.

"IN the end," laughs Noel, 
tentatively, "we just laughed 
about it. W e stopped reading 
the things that were being 
said."

"People had all these views of 
who we were and what we 
were, and they just d idn't 
know," says Dolores. 'They'd 
come and talk to you, and the 
next thing they'd go home and 
say that you were the Blessed 
Virgin Mary's daughter or 
something, and they didn't 
have a clue who you were. Just 
because you weren't roaring 
your head off in the interview, 
you w ere.. ."  -  she drops her 
voice to a rather wonderfully 
mocking w hisper- "naive, and 
you were . . .  what else were 
we, Noel?"

"Starry-eyed children," he 
remembers, looking as starry- 
eyed and as childlike as a 
pensioner's corpse. Noel's got 
a lovely deadpan w it when you 
coax it out of him.

"Kids in awe," continues 
Dolores, well up and running 
now. "W e didn't know what we 
were doing, didn't know we 
were making this wonderful 
music... all this stupid shit. For 
a while it annoyed us, and then 
we just thought, 'Shag 'em, I 
suppose it's their job'. I think 
sometimes they make stuff up, 
you know."

You don't say. W hat 
happened, o f course, was just 
another manifestation of the 
long-running inability of the 
English media to deal with 
anyone Irish as a normal 
human being, kind of like how 
the white American media, 
seeking to absolve post-colonial 
guilt, still talks of black people 
having "soul" or "a natural 
sense or rhythm". As far as the 
English pop culture press are 
concerned, there are only two 
kinds o f Irish people. There are 
dewy-eyed mystics with a direct 
line to the almighty, like Van 
Morrison, Bono, Brendan 
Behan, Shane MacGowan, 
Mike Scott (honourary mention 
for wanting so much to be Irish 
for exactly that reason), and 
WB Yeats (though the argument 
conceivably holds water there. 
Whatever). Then, of course, 
there's everyone else, the 
fiddly-oi-tiddlina bogtrotting 
yokels, the punchlines to a 
million jokes, the drunken hicks 
riddled by Catholic guilt, the 
cherry-nosed, green-garbed 
leprechauns offering top-of- 
the-momings from atop their 
toadstools.

Unusually, The Cranberries 
were accused -  utterly wrongly 
on both counts -  of being both. 
Downright astonishingly,
Noel's followed all that.
"Exactly, yeah. In the 

beginning, we thought it was

great. And then we got pissed 
off because we reacTthings 
that weren't true, that we 
didn't say. I mean, maybe we 
said something like it, but it 
gets changed around."

Dolores recounts a telling 
anecdote about reading back 
"her" quotes in one story, and 
having to ask someone what 
one ofthe words meant. This 
prompts another of Noel's 
bleak titters.
"In the last few months," he 

says, summing things up 
nicely, "we'vebeen through a 
lot o f shit. W e ended up 
managing the band ourselves, 
so we've learnt a lot. One day 
we had this guy doing 
everything for us, the next day 
we were on our own. If s 
definitely brought us closer 
together.

"W e used to trust everybody. 
We used to think everyone 
was here to help us. Then we 
realised that they were here to 
help themselves."

"E V E R Y B O D Y  Else 
..Is ... D o ing .. . I t . . .S o ... 
W hy.. .  C an 't. . .  We?"

Dolores recites the title ofthe 
album in a slow whisper, 
making sure I get it right. It 
has, she notes with some small 
satisfaction, already been 
extensively misquoted. As an 
album, if  s the best thing they 
could have done-which is to 
say that they've done it 
themselves, with barely a 
glance at the outside world, 
cut free into their own orbit by 
Stephen Street's subtle and 
sympathetic production. As a 
highlight, the closing track, 
"Put Me Down", is within 
shouting distance of a place 
on the Song O f The Year 
podium. You'll hear Dolores 
ether-bound on the wordless 
chorus, you'll see where the 
melody is heading and you'll 
think, 'Nah, she'lmever hit 
thaf. The gloriously inevitable 
moment where she clears it 
with inches to spare is 
indubitably one ofthe 
calendar's more treasurable 
minor miracles.
There's nothing overtly 

difficult about Cranberries 
songs. The single, "Dreams", 
sounds like daytime radio pop 
in rampant excelsis until it 
descends into a giddy morass 
of counter-harmonising 
caterwauls. W hat sets it apart 
-  other, that is, from that 
continually astonishing voice 
and the effortlessly graceful 
arrangements -  is a faintly 
tangible sense of ruptured 
innocence, of shattered hope.
I reckon.
Dolores, sensing ye olde 

spud-munching choirgirl 
angle loping towards the 
conversation, eyes me 
doubtfully. She has, in the last 
half hour, developed 
something of a talent for this.

"A  purity, maybe," she 
allows. "Just because every 
second word isn 'tf*** and 
every song isn't about sexual 
intercourse, people think i f  s 
innocent."

T H E  Cranberries have 
always known what they were 
doing. Now they've found the 
confidence to do what they 
know. If I were you lot, I'd start 
taking them seriously again.

'Dreams'is out nowon 
IslandI The Cranberries are 
on tour right now, and the 
album's due in a few  weeks

" I . . .  UH,DON'T KNOW. 
The promoter rang my house 
a while back. I don't know 
how he got my number."
Noel Hogan, guitaristwith 

The Cranberries, seems, for 
the moment, lost for an idea 
as to why he's here. Actually, 
to look at him, you'd doubt 
his capacity for recalling 
who he is. He's bloodshot, 
bleary, a touch grey around 
the cheekbones. Not entirely 
uncoincidentally, so am I.
W e gaze at each other 

balefully over the breakfast 
table.
To his left, Dolores 

O'Riordan, singer with The 
Cranberries, pours liberal 
helpings of tea and manages 
something almost 
approaching sympathy.
The landlady of the 
establishment asks, to 
massed expressions of 
barely comprehending 
revulsion, if anyone would 
like a hot breakfast. Time 
passes. Very, very slowly -  
as is its wont around here.

^AflE are in W ick, a small 
and sleepily pretty stone- 
built town on the east coast of 
Scotland, about 15 miles 
south of John O'Groats. Last 
night, The Cranberries 
played the Assembly Rooms, 
as the headlining attraction 
at a local festivalof music 
and poetry. They drove all 
the way here from Limerick 
to do the gig. This afternoon, 
♦hey w ill drive all the way 
back. It seemed like a good 
idea at the time. So did The 
Charge O f The Light 
Brigade.
Noel's current expression is 

of the sort more usually 
associated with the faces of 
those who can hear their 
firing sauad loading up in 
the yard outside. He 
contemplates his tea.
Very quietly.
The Cranberries played a 

quiet blinder last night, in 
highly eccentric 
circumstances. Sixty people 
turned up. W ick's entire goth 
population-all four of them 
-a n d  the organiser's 
grandparents danced. The 
band's press officer amused 
himself in the off-moments by 
traversing the desert-like 
expanses to the front of the 
stage and jobsworthily 
bullying Nicholls about 
three-song limits and flash 
restrictions. Everywhere you 
went, someone said, "Let 
♦hem through, they're from 
Melody Maker". Saturday 
night at ULU it wasn't. If only 
more gigs were like this.
That was last night, though. 

This morning, in the dining 
room of The Cranberries' 
hotel -  The Maker has been 
stared out of McFawIty 
Towers around the comer for 
gingerly requesting 
sustenance after nine o'clock 
on a Sunday morning -  there 
are more pressing issues at 
hand. Like, where have The 
Cranberries been? Have 
they broken all their early 
promises, or what? W hat did 
they mean by disappearing 
like that just when it was 
getting interesting, eh? And 
now on earth, after endless 
fiascos with critical
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Last year's press 
darlings, THE CRANBERRIES, 

return with a single that would grace the charts, an album of astonishing 
depth and beauty, and a gig in Wick. Uh. . .  Wick? 

Explanations: ANDREW MUELLER.
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